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December 3, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on December 3, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the November 26, 2007 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the November 26, 2007 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Surveyor/Engineer Ray Gross, Developer Bennett Owen, Jerry Goody, Road Manager Richard Miller, and Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting. There was discussion about the conditions on the preliminary plat of the Miracle Mountain Subdivision.  Some of the conditions have been met but the some of the items that Richard required have not been completed. Discussion ensued. Bennett would like to enter into an improvements agreement with the County, submit a letter of credit, and have a completed date sometime next year. Rick left the meeting. Ray was instructed to make a list of all conditions/items that still need to be completed on the Miracle Mountain Subdivision and estimate the cost for each item.  Bennett will submit the improvements agreement along with a letter of credit for 120% of the cost of the items.  Bennett, Jerry, and Ray left the meeting.

Road Manager Richard Miller submitted the Road Report for November 25 – December 3, 2007.


Dillon Area

· The Scenic Byway, Bannack Pass (Highway 324, and local paved roads were plowed and sanded.

· Stevenson Road and Sweetwater Road were plowed with a grader.

· Rough spots on Taylor Creek Road and Bannack Bench Road were bladed.

· Repair was done on bridge on Rock Creek Road #079-W.

· The Scenic Byway at Hot Springs-Elkhorn intersection and Pettengill trail head.

· Gravel was hauled to Old Canyon Road and then it was bladed.

· Equipment was moved from the Big Hole to Dillon for the winter.

· Snowplow equipment was installed on graders and trucks.

· A cattleguard on Stoddard Lane was cleaned.

· A directional arrow sign on a corner of Twin Lakes Road at MP 1 was installed.

· A load of sand was hauled to the school bus shop.

· A snowplow was moved to Wise River for the winter.

· Dillon, Horse Prairie, and Elkhorn area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Big Sheep Creek Road was bladed.

· Gravel was hauled to Old Canyon Road.

· Barricades were repaired.

· South Valley Road, Lima, and Dell area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Snow equipment was installed.

· Gravel was hauled to Old Canyon Road.

· Repair was done on bridge on Rock Creek Road #079-W.

· The Scenic Byway on the Wise River side was closed.

· Wisdom and Jackson area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.

Richard updated the Commissioners on the Grant, Montana survey.  Erland Gendreau and Dave Ellis received a copy of an old survey of Grant, Montana from the Montana Department of Transportation.  This survey shows that the north side of Grant was built off of the railroad tracks, not the section line.  This means that town of Grant is all right, but it does not fit with the original plat of the town.  The railroad was not built where the plat shows it is located.  Richard is waiting for a blue print of the Gilmore and Pittsburgh Railroad from the museum in Salmon, Idaho.  The retracement survey of Grant, Montana is on hold until further information is obtained.


At Katie Bump’s request the County plowed Stevenson Road.    Richard left the meeting.  


Commissioner McGinley mentioned that on January 1, 2008 the State mileage rate would increase to 50.5 cents per mile.  A memo with this information will be given to all County departments.


Janie Medford has submitted a written request for unpaid leave from December 12 – December 31, 2007 to try to recover items that were lost when her house burnt down.  The Commissioners granted Janie’s request for an unpaid leave of absence.


The County’s auditors, Denning, Downing, and Associations have faxed information to the Commissioners information on the IRS determination on employee county vehicle use.


Commissioner McGinley gave an update on the MACo Health Care Trust / JPIA Trust meetings.  More counties have moved to MACo Health Care Trust.  Only three counties in eastern Montana are staying with JPIA.


County Attorney Marv McCann joined the meeting.  Marv was given documentation for his review that was submitted by Don Alley regarding deeding over portions of a supposed abandoned alley in Jackson. There was discussion if the property should be deeded to adjacent landowners even though some of the owners are outside the town boundary.  Don Alley from Anderson Engineering joined the meeting.  Dan was the person who brought in the request. After review and discussion Marv stated that with the information before him it is his option that the alley was not abandoned properly unless a petition to abandon this alley is found and notice was given of the meeting.  Patti will do further research regarding this matter and inform Don of her findings. Marv’s stated that his opinion is that to preserve the integrity of the plat of Jackson the property should be deeded to the property owners that are within the town’s limits. Don left the meeting.


The proposed abandonment of Coyote Creek Road was discussed.  The Commissioners do not want to abandon the road until the road is moved and access be assured.


Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  


Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  Prior to the meeting the Commissioners were given a copy of a draft Rural Special Improvement District  (RSID) Policy for review.  There was discussion that state statutes do not require a certain percentage of people affected by an RSID to sign a petition to request an RSID.  Rick has sent copies of this draft policy to the Clerk and Recorder, the County Attorney, and the Road Manager for comments.  Rick and Patti left the meeting.


The Commissioners worked on their individual County projects.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the November 25 – December 1 2007 invoices for a total of $65,695.44. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:
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