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December 4, 2006


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

December 4, 2006 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on December 4, 2006, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  Commissioner Tom Rice was absent.  
Permission to leave the State and County was given to all elected officials.

The minutes of the November 27, 2006 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that the minutes of the November 27, 2006 meeting be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Report for November 26 – December 2, 2006:


Dillon Area

· The Scenic Byway was closed at Hot Springs Road and at the Pettengill campground.

· The Scenic Byway, Bannack Pass Road, and local paved roads were plowed.

· Equipment was moved from Lima to the Dillon Airport.

· Area roads were checked

· A v-plow for a grader was rebuilt.

· Work was done on the Dillon Airport drainage project.

· Gravel was hauled to the Dillon Airport Road and then the Road was bladed.

· Maintenance was done on the shop.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· The South Valley Road was plowed.

· The South Valley Road to Lakeview (28 miles) was closed.

· Area roads were checked

· Snow equipment was mounted on the trucks.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Snow equipment was mounted on the trucks.

· Area roads were checked

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.

Richard reported that Tucker Johnson hauled three truckloads of logs from Price Creek, that the Centennial Valley is closed, and that the Lemhi Pass Road will be closed today at the Bar Double T Ranch.


Richard reported that he, Larry Laknar, and, Frank Mastandrea wrote a RFP for the Blacktail-Deer Creek Flood Mitigation Project.  The proposals are due January 18, 2007, and the walk through is December 18, 2006.


Richard informed the Commissioners that last week he and Rick Hartz had a discussion regarding the need for road standards.  Richard suggested that the County hire a consultant to write the road standards.  There was further discussion on this topic.    Richard will ask a few consultants the approximate cost for writing the road standards.  There was also discussion about the County requiring developers to submit a road profile plan.  

Richard was informed that Kade Krause called last week about the flood mitigation project in Jackson.  Richard will try to have this project started next spring, but it will depend on the spring runoff, irrigation, etc.  

County Attorney Marv McCann and Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman joined the meeting and Richard left the meeting.  Marv and Kurt reported on the Montana Association of County Attorney’s conference that was held in Billings last week.  Every county in the state is having trouble with subdivision roads and roads in general.  Yellowstone County requires the developers to create a Rural Improvement District (RID) before a subdivision is approved.

Kurt reported that he has sent John Whittingham of Basic Biological Services for his review a draft contract for the Native Plant Park.  This contract is for time and material.  The Forest Service has submitted its Plant Park proposal to Kurt. Most of the grant that the Forest Service has received for this project goes to wages for Forest Service employees, and $20,000 of the grant is to be used for interpretive signing and brochures for the park.  The Forest Service also wants to have input on the type of plants that will be in the park.

Marv informed the Commissioners that he has filed a summary judgment on the Bump lawsuit and that there should be a hearing on this motion sometime in the near future. Bump’s attorney has talked to Marv about settling the case.  Marv informed him that the County would be amenable as long as the settlement does not include Stevenson Road.  

There was discussion about when the oath of office should be given to the elected officials.  It was decided that the oath of office will be given to the elected officials at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, December 29, 2006.  Marv and Kurt left the meeting.

The Commissioners reviewed three raffle applications submitted for Tiffiny Kamps who is involved with the People to People Student Ambassador Program.  The following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Chairman Haugland seconded that the raffled applications for Tiffiny Kamps be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.




Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and reconvened the meeting at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioner McGinley and Secretary Patti Odasz in attendance.

Lee Squires, Cory Biggers, and Greg Beardsly joined the meeting.  Greg distributed an informational handout about how the forest plan would affect bicycling in the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest.  Cory and others met with Region 1 Forester Gail Kimbel and no headway was made.  Region 1’s approach is that bikes and snowmobiles not be allowed in recommended wilderness areas.  Doing this will set a precedent because no other national forest has this restriction.  Cory feels that the recommended wilderness is being managed very well, and he and others are concerned about the Partnership Coalition’s proposed recommendation. He agrees that some sections of the forest should be harvested but that wheeled vehicles and snowmobiles should not be banned. Greg reviewed part of the handout with the Commissioners. The International Mountain Bike Association is in Washington, D.C. fighting against the closure of the Forest to bicyclists.  Cory and other bicyclists want to make everyone aware of what is going on and that the plan would decrease the bicycle trail system by approximately 300 miles.  Chairman Haugland stated that Beaverhead County and Madison County do not support the Partnership Coalition’s plan.  The Beaverhead County Commissioners feel that the forest is for multiple uses, that no one should be locked out.  Cory and Greg left the meeting.

Dillon City Operations Manager J.S. Turner joined the meeting.  There was discussion about the Grasshopper Fuels project.  On December 18 the Forest Service will be meeting with the Commissioners to give an update on this project.

Invoices for the Native Plant Park and for economic development were discussed.

The Commissioners gave J.S. an update on the progress of the Native Plant Park.

J.S. informed the Commissioners that developers are looking at creating 60 residential lots and 4 commercial lots on 28 acres behind Safeway.  A preliminary concept of this project will be submitted to the City’s Planning Board.

The Erb Subdivision was discussed.  J.S. and Lee left the meeting.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media.


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the November 26 – December 2, 2006 invoices for a total of $87,175.69.  The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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