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 December 6, 2007 Special Meeting of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on December 6, 2007, at 7:00 p.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, Dillon BLM Area Manager Tim Bozorth, Montana Wilderness Association Tim Baker, Russ Kluesner, Lacey Mulkey, Les and Debbie Duffner, Bill Clarno, Dale Stewart, Joel Schnitzler, Wes and Jodi Miner, Heath Martinell, Yvonne Martinell, Allen Martinell, Dick Gosman, Ray Marxer, Mel Montgomery, Wayne Potter, Scott Huntsman, County Resource Use Planner Eldon Ayers, Beaverhead-Deerlodge Forest Supervisor, Bruce Ramsey, Carl Kluesner, Ted Stosich, Clint and Shanda Broere, Al Mikula, Mike Strang, Jim McBee, Travis J. Huntsman, Tim Clark, George Hurst, Rulon Buhler, Pat Buhler, and Lima Town Clerk Carla Weidinger.  
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Commissioner Rice opened the discussion with an overview of the proposed wilderness designations and the need for public comment from the Lima area. Maps of the proposed wilderness designations were on the wall for review.  At present, the Commission opposes the proposed wilderness designations. Every 15 years the Forest Service is charged to revise its Resource Management Plan. Eldon Ayers stated the process of revising the Forest Service’s Resource Management Plan started in 2001 and that 2008 is the projected date of having a final plan. Before the comment period closed over 9,000 public comments were received. Mr. Ayers gave an in-depth explanation of the context and timeline of this plan.  Beaverhead-Deerlodge Forest Supervisor Bruce Ramsey gave additional information on the Forest Service’s wilderness designations. Dillon BLM Area Manager Tim Bozorth spoke regarding the BLM’s Wilderness Study Areas. Tim Baker from the Montana Wilderness Association (MWA) explained about the MWA, how the organization views wilderness designations, and that the MWA has approximately 6,000 members. Commissioner Rice spoke regarding the County Commissioners’ views and concerns. Numerous public comment and questions from many of the citizens followed.

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:47 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board







PAGE  

