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December 8, 2008, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, December 8, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  Chairman Tom Rice was on vacation.
Minutes:

The minutes of the December 2, 2008 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the December 2, 2008 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:

Road Department Secretary Jamie Hoklin briefly joined the meeting to submit the Road Department Report for November 30 – December 6, 2008 and left the meeting:

DILLON AREA

· Mounted snowplow for use in the Wise River area.

· Hauled gravel to the Bloody Dick Road.

· Removed an old fence on the Bloody Dick Road.

· Closed the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway on December 1st.

· Plowed snow on the Scenic Byway.

· Plowed snow and sanded on local paved roads.

· SIGNS:  Put up road signs on Timber Ridge Road.  Snow Machine road signs at Elkhorn.  “Road not maintained for winter travel” signs on the Blacktail at Price Creek.

· Bladed on the following roads and lanes:  Sweetwater, Carter Creek, Bloody Dick and Downing.

· Cleaned a cattleguard on Downing Lane.

· Removed a fence and barricades on Bannack Pass for snowplows.

· Road checked Dillon, Horse Prairie, Grasshopper and Glen area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Removed rocks on the road on River and Big Sheep Creek Roads.

· Moved equipment to Dillon.

· Road checked Lima, Dell, Kidd, Big Sheep, Sage Creek and South Valley area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Equipment set up for winter.

· Moved equipment from Wisdom to Dillon.

· Cleaned culverts on Big Lake Creek Road.

· Added extensions and cleaned culverts on Steel Creek Road.

· Road checked Jackson and wisdom Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

County Attorney Update:

Commissioner McGinley informed Jed that John H. Nelson built his fence in Rock Creek Road to get around a ditch. The road in question is the last half-mile of road that connects Rock Creek Road to Twin Lakes Road.   The road has two cattleguards that were been built and installed by the County and the County has maintained this road.  Commissioner McGinley went onsite and inspected the road.    Mr. Nelson informed Commissioner McGinley that the County had no right-of-way on this road.  Commissioner McGinley stated that according to County records this Road is a County road. After further discussion with Mr. Nelson, he agreed he would remove the fence from the road and construct it on his property.  

Sheriff’s Office Update:
Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  The inmate population is holding steady and his budget is in good shape.   Jay did some work on the Commissioners’ car #477.  

Jay will be attending a portion of MACo’s Loss Control Conference.

Jay will be in Mexico from December 29 – January 4 on vacation. In May Jay will be attending a week conference at the Sheriff Institute in Longmont, Colorado.  The National Association and the Department of Justice Sheriff’s Institute will pay for everything except transportation to and from the Airport.  

DES Coordinator Larry Laknar – Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan Update:

DES Coordinator Larry Laknar joined the meeting.  Madison, Beaverhead, and Broadwater Counties are applying for a Pre-disaster Mitigation Grant for the Southwest Montana Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan Update project.  The grant is for $29,154.37 and the match for the Counties will be $3,239.38 for a total project cost of $38,872.50.    Larry asked that the Commissioners to sign a commitment letter stating that Beaverhead County is prepared to satisfy the match by either cash or well-documented “in-kind” contributions. Madison County DES Coordinator Chris Mumme has sent out a “Request for Proposals” for this project.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that the funding for this project be approved and that the Commitment letter be signed. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Commissioner Haugland signed the letter.  

Larry informed the Commissioners that he has met with the Engineers on the Blacktail Deer Creek Flood Mitigation project.

Old Business:

Commissioner McGinley received a letter from the Governor’s State Workforce Investment Board informing him that as a member of the State Workforce Investment Board he has been appointed to the Executive, Apprenticeship Advisory, and Workforce Investment Act Committees.  

County Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting to have the Commissioners sign the CTEP application for the Laknar Lane Pedestrian Path project.  Along with the application will be a copy of the public hearing for CTEP projects, other minutes regarding this project, a letter from Tom Waldorf about the necessity of the path, and a copy of the public hearing ad.  Deputy County Attorney Jane Mitchell is doing the paperwork for declaring Laknar Lane a County road.

Lunch Recess:
Commissioner Haugland recessed the meeting at 11:30 a.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with Commissioner McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.

Bill Lloyd – Engineer from Great West Engineering: Update on TSEP Bridge Project:

Bill Lloyd and Road Secretary Jamie Hoklin joined the meeting.  Sixty-five applications were submitted for funding.  The top 33 applications should be funded and Beaverhead County’s bridge projects were included in the 33.  Bill gave a synopsis of the project.  The three bridge projects submitted by Beaverhead County were:  Carrigan Lane, Nissen Lane, and Frying Pan Road.    The total of the projects is $581,336.  TSEP should fund $290,668 of the projects.  If the County contracts out the projects its cash portion will be $251,509.  The amount of the County’s in-kind match would be $24,159.  The bridges can be built in any order, but if some were not built the County would have to give back that portion of the grant to TSEP.  There is no limit on how long a project is carried out.    The money will be available July 1, 2009.  A County representative has to attend the TSEP workshop. The accounting procedure will be reviewed at this workshop, so Bill suggested that the financial administrator also attend.  After July 1 any money spent on the projects can be counted as match even if a contract has not been signed.  One of the Commissioners will have to testify at a legislative hearing as to why these projects are important and why the reconstruction is needed.  The County should know by March or April if the Legislature is funding TSEP.  The implementation schedule for the projects is flexible.

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the November 30 – December 6, 2008 invoices for a total of $74.587.49. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

County Attorney’s Office Update-Access to Maurer Mountain Communications Tower Site:

County Attorney Jed Fitch, Communications Officer/Deputy DES Coordinator Bob McWilliams, and GIS Coordinator Scott Marsh joined the meeting.  Jed stated that this meeting was being held for litigation purposes and requested that meeting be closed and off the record.  Commissioner Haugland closed the meeting.

Commissioner Haugland reopened the meeting and the Lovell Road project was discussed.  Jed has told Road Supervisor Mike Shafer to contact Mr. Bump regarding the work on this project.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were expressed.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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