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December 12, 2011, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, December 12, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the November 28, 2011 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

	MOTION:	Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice        seconded that the minutes of the November 28, 2011 meeting be approved as corrected.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

 Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Scott Jones, County Engineer Jim Carpita, and Road Secretary Jamie   Flynn joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Reports were submitted:




Scott reported that the Eliason Lane project is going well.  The base should be completed today.  Scott has questions on Ingram’s approach, so Jim will look at the approach sometime today.

Last Friday work was started on the Anderson Lane Bridge. 

Scott did a site inspection of the cattle fence on the Pioneer Mountain Scenic Byway located near the Harrison home ranch.  Scott also talked to John Harrison about the repairing of the fence.  The fence is frozen so it will be fixed this coming spring.

Scott reported that the Pioneer Mountains Scenic Byway is closed.

Scott has talked to Luke Fitch from the Lima Road Department about Culver Pond Road.  Luke stated that it is a narrow right of way.  Scott and Luke will not do a site inspection of the road until this project is further along in the planning stage.

Scott reported that a cattleguard on the Scenic Byway was damaged when a truck hit it.  Scott is not sure who is supposed to notify the County when damage like this happens.  Scott contacted Sheriff Jay Hansen about accident.  Jay is going to send Scott an accident report.

There was discussion about the new cement floor in the Dillon shop not being poured to specifications; it is three inches lower than the design specifications. Options were discussed.  Jim will talk to Contractor Kim Baker about this mistake.    

Jamie gave Chairman Haugland gravel permit renewal applications and a TSEP form to sign. Each renewal costs $25 and the County will be receiving $32,829.75 reimbursement from TSEP.  Chairman Haugland signed the forms.

Jim reported that A.M. Well’s gravel crusher has been moved into the Matador Gravel Pit for the Eliason Lane project. Today Well’s will build the floor in the pit and start crushing the six inches of gravel for the floor.  Tomorrow the crushing for the road and stockpile will start.

The County has not yet received its rebate checks from Northwest Energy for the Museum projects.  The rebates should be approximately $6,000.

Jim reported that the crews will start removing the Anderson Lane Bridge on Monday, December 19th. The precast bridge is essentially completed.  On Tuesday the 20th the crew will make the area ready for the pre-cast sills and on Wednesday the 21st the sill blocks will be set.  The bridge will be placed on Thursday.

Chairman Haugland gave the Commissioners for their review a Draft MOU between Future West and the County for a Big Hole River floodplain study.  Each of the four counties that are adjacent to the Big Hole River would contribute $5,000 towards this project and the state would fund the rest.  Floodplain Administrator Larry Laknar would like to have this study done.  Planner Rick Hartz and Larry have told Chairman Haugland that the $5,000 could be taken out of the Planning/Sanitation budget.  The Commissioners approved this MOU.

Chairman Haugland will be unable to attend the Health Board meeting on Friday, 
December 16 so Commissioner McGinley will attend the meeting.

County Attorney Jed Fitch: Discussion Regarding Proposals:

County Attorney Jed Fitch and Dillon Tribune Report Polly Taylor joined the meeting to review the draft Fair Grounds Water and Sewer Agreement.  This agreement was rejected by the City Council in September.  The Commissioners were given a letter from the City Attorney requesting that another paragraph be added to the agreement.  Jed proposed that the City’s paragraph, the date, and the exemption language for the water and sewer usage be added.  Jed will make the changes and have the Commissioners take action on this agreement next week.

Jed asked that the meeting be closed to discuss a personnel issue and for litigation discussion.  Chairman Haugland closed the meeting at 11:00 a.m.

Old Business/Other Topics of Discussion:

Chairman Haugland reopened the meeting at 11:16 a.m.  Each Commissioner worked on County items.

Recess:

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 noon for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner McGinley, Commissioner Rice 

Old Business/Other Topics of Discussion:
	
The Commissioners opened their mail and email and responded accordingly.  

At 2:00 p.m. Chairman Haugland closed the meeting so that a conference call could be held with MACo Associate Legal Counsel Maureen Lennon to discuss a personnel issue. Chairman Haugland reopened the meeting at 2:10 p.m.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the November 27 – December 3,  2011, invoices for a total of $144,693,87 beginning with check #181601 and ending with check #181673. They also reviewed and approved the December 4 - 10, 2011 invoices for a total of $47,771.50, beginning with check #181674 and ending with check #181729. The Invoice Payment Schedules are located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

No public comments were received.


Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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