414
December 13, 2010


 Book “V” -




~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

December 13, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, December 13, 2010 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Mike McGinley, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the December 6, 2010 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the December 6, 2010 meeting be approved with changes.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, Road Employee Scott Jones, County Engineer Jim Carpita, and Road Secretary Jamie Flynn joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report for December 5 – 11, 2010 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Plowed snow and sanded on the Scenic Byway and local paved roads.

· Plowed snow with a grader on the following roads and lanes:  Blacktail, Byway, Wise River, Schoolhouse, Hogsback, Birch Creek, Apex,  Sweetwater, Stoddard, Trout Creek, East Bench, Bolick, White, Smith, Buster Brown, Flynn, Carrigan, Eliason, Old Stage, Rebich, Downing, Bannack Pass (Hwy 324), Medicine Lodge, Corinne, Bannack Bench, Mansfield, Lemhi, Bachelor Mountain and Bloody Dick.   

· Shop maintenance.

· Road checked the Scenic Byway at Elkhorn, Glen, Dillon, Horse Prairie and Blacktail area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on all the following roads and lanes:  Lima Dam, South and Valley and local area roads to Kidd.  

· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  Wisdom and Jackson area roads.

· Worked on guardrail for Birch Creek Road bridge replacement project.

· Shop maintenance.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Mike informed the Commissioners that Tim Myllymaki from Vigilante Electric would like to use gravel out of the DNRC Jackson pit to spread around the leaning power poles in the Big Hole?  Tim will keep track of the amount of gravel that is used and Vigilante will pay the royalties.  The Commissioners approved this request.

Mike reported that a BLM Representative called to tell him that next spring logs would be hauled out on the Ruby Divide Road and asked about the load limits on the bridges.  Jim will coordinate with the BLM on contract language.  The language should state that the BLM or the contractor would be responsible for any damages to the road or the bridges and that the contractor would have to coordinate with the County when plowing the road.  

Mike informed the Commissioners that the Lima shop heater broke and the replacement cost is $1,360, but it would be a more efficient heater.  The Commissioners approved this purchase.

Scott was informed that before he completes the cell phone form, the County’s auditor would review the policy.

The payment paperwork for Hollow Construction is complete.  The payment is $23,148.   

The Road Department has cleaned around the orange cones on the Laknar Lane bike path.  The City of Dillon has offered to plow the path.

The Wise River area will be bladed this week.  

The Montana Department of Transportation called and there is one more snowplow in Helena for the County to inspect and/or purchase.  

The Commissioners have not received any written confirmation from the state about the state purchasing all of the sand in Snowline Gravel Pit for approximately $60,000.  

Mike stated that if a 3-sided culvert is chosen for the Birch Creek Bridge project, the Road Department does not have the right equipment to deal with the water.

Jim reported that the Owen Ditch structure was completed last Thursday. The first bands furnished by Coleman Construction where cheap and they collapsed.  Approximately  $400 to $500 will be put on the back charge claim.

The Depot projects are progressing well and should be completed by the end of the year. The  contractor cleaned up the display area.  

Jim reported that he inspected the approach Steve Huffaker installed for Paul Rebich on Eliason lane and there are several issues.  The approach does not meet the County’s standards and the culvert will need to be removed. The water tank has been installed. Jim will discuss these matters with Paul and Steve.  

Open and/or Action on the Birch Creek Bridge Bids:

Chris Mehring from Miller and Sons Construction and County Engineer Jim Carpita joined the meeting. 

The following bids were opened:

Roscoe Bridge – Missoula:  Modular Steel Bridge for $84,000. There was no bid submitted for the 3-sided box culvert.  All the papers were signed. No bid for a 3-sided box culvert was submitted

Old Castle PreCast - Idaho Falls:  3-sided box culvert for $89,975.  There was no bid submitted for a modular steel bridge.

The bid will be awarded based upon what will be the least expensive for the County to install.  Both systems will require a crane and there will be a minimum of two days of a factory representative’s assistance. Jim will have this information ready by Wednesday.  The Commissioner decided to meet on Wednesday, December 15, 2010 at 9:30 a.m. to award the bid.

Forest Service Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) Projects:

Beaverhead Outdoor Association Representative (BOA) Steve Jennings, County Engineer Jim Carpita, Weed Deputy Supervisor Amber Burch, and later in the meeting Weed Supervisor Jack Eddie joined the meeting.

Chairman McGinley informed everyone that the RAC has $300,000 available for projects and that the applications must be submitted to the Forest Service by January 10, 2011.  The monies in the RAC fund are from the counties. During the last allocation of RAC the County Weed Department and Road Department received money. The County’s projects will be competing with Forest Service projects and projects from other counties.  

Amber said that the Weed Department would be submitting weed spray projects for:  the Scenic Byway and Wise River - $25,000; for the Birch Creek Road - $10,000; and for the Reservoir Lake/Selway area - $15,000.  There was discussion about the projects being submitted as one project or submitted separately.  The Commissioners stated that they feel the projects should be submitted separately. These projects were discussed.

Fire Warden Scott Marsh is going to resubmit the Grasshopper fire suppression project.

Jim said that he would  like to submit the realignment and replacement of  Argenta Bridge as a project.  This bridge accesses Forest Service property and is the primary access to the Rattlesnake/French Creek areas.  Jim will research the number of accidents that have occurred on this bridge.  

Chairman McGinley asked Steve if the BOA has a project to submit.  Steve replied that most of the BOA’s issues are on policy or management and that it has no projects that need to be funded.  The BOA would back the replacement of the Argenta Bridge.

Steve informed the Commissioners that the BLM is proposing a  timber sale  on Black Mountain, but he is not sure of the route. 

The Commissioners will talk to RAC Committee member Don Darling about these projects. The Commissioners have not heard if Madison County will be submitting any projects.

Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  There was discussion about the Forest Service contracts with the County to have the deputies patrol Forest Service property.  The Forest Service pays the deputies’ wages and mileage to do these patrols.

Jay stated would like to have work done on Bloody Dick Road.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman McGinley recessed the meeting at 11:30 a.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Monique Digiorgio from the Western Environmental Law Center:

The following people joined the meeting:
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Introductions were given.  Monique and Julia distributed handouts and an informative CD.  In September, the Madison County Commissioners requested information from the Western Environmental Law Center regarding the MISTI project.  Monique is providing Madison County with this information. 

Monique and Julia reviewed the following information with the Commissioners.
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Montana Renewable Energy & Transmission Siting Analysis
Case Study: MSTI and Madison County, MT
Prepared by Western Environmental Law Center in conjunction with Craighead Institute, Future
West, Renewable Northwest Project, and Sonoran Institute

INTRODUCTION

The Western United States are rapidly moving to a clean energy economy with a heightened
focus on energy efficiency and renewable energy resources to meet growing energy needs and
build the Nation’s energy independence and security. In addition to vast increases in renewable
energy generation projects necessary to accomplish these goals, a significant transmission
expansion will also be needed in the region to bring large-scale wind, solar, and geothermal
projects to market. In Montana, this scenario holds true with the Governor’s Office of Economic
Development vigorously promoting wind energy development in the eastern plains as well as
the associated transmission lines that will deliver this energy west.

Without meaningful, early-on, and sustained engagement by stakeholders such as counties,
conservation groups, and private landowners, renewable energy and transmission plans will
come into conflict with local community values. Proposed projects have already raised concerns
about health and land value impacts as well as impacts to wildlife and open space. At the same
time, some communities are welcoming the development and hope to see revenues generated
assist communities in local economic development.

There is no certainty for communities about which renewable energy projects and
transmissions lines will ultimately come to fruition. However, one thing is certain - the best
mode of action is to be fully prepared for an increase in renewable energy and associated
transmission across the West. Madison County has a unique opportunity to step out as a leader
to develop proactive plans and analyses to provide a more compelling argument on how and
where renewable energy development and transmission occurs in and along its borders in
order to avoid and minimize impacts, as well as ensure that a portion of revenues generated
from development stay in the County and are spent on community priorities.

This scope of work was formed as a result of a very productive meeting with Madison
County, MT on September 7, 2010. Madison County was recently surprised to find out that the
agency preferred alternative for the MSTI line is not along I-15, but instead cuts through the
Jefferson Valley and near Twin Bridges, MT. This information was released as a result of
Jefferson County requesting a copy of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), which is now
available on a citizen groups website, but is still unofficial. Jefferson County has sued the
Montana DEQ claiming it was not properly consulted in the EIS process. The judge ruled in the
County’s favor and there is uncertainty on the timeframe for the release of the official EIS.

The following scope of work and budget is for a 6-month timeframe in anticipation of an EIS
being released within the next few months. Our hope is that the information produced in this
case study can be replicated in other counties and ultimately provide information and guidance
to other similar scenarios that are being played out across the West.
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Monique will contact the Commissioners again in four to five months with an update. 

Draft Rural Improvement District Policy & Procedure Discussion:

County Planner Rick Hartz, County Engineer Jim Carpita, and Deputy County Attorney Evan Moppert joined the meeting.  Rick distributed copies of the draft Beaverhead County Rural Improvement District Process and Procedures Policy.  Several weeks ago Rick gave copies of this document for comments to the Montana Department of Commerce (DOC) Legal Division, County Attorney Jed Fitch, Clerk and Recorder Deb Scott, and County Engineer Jim Carpita.  The DOC had a few comments, Jed informed Rick that he agreed with the DOC, Jim had some comments, and Deb did not submit any comments respond.   Rick reviewed the changes that were made  from the comments that were received.  There was discussion about Section 5 under “Procedure for creating a RID”.  After this discussion it was decide that Section 5 would be rewritten.

At this time Rick submitted a letter from Attorney J.B. Anderson on behalf of Ron Johnson/Jim Goolsby requesting a one-year extension for the Preliminary Plat of the Johnson Minor Subdivision.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that a one-year extension for the Preliminary Plat of the Johnson Minor Subdivision be approved. The extension will be until December 24, 2011.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

News Media:

Chairman McGinley went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the December 5 - 11, 2010 invoices for a total of $204,581.90, beginning with check number 178680 and ending in check number 178752. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

There was no public comment.

Recess

Chairman McGinley recessed the meeting until Wednesday, December 15, 2010 at 9:30 a.m.
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Tasks

1. Siting Analysis for Transmission through Madison County and Adjacent Counties: An
Independent Review and Proof of Concept of the EPRI Model

Description: We will use the gml siting methodology to conduct a least cost path analysis
within the state of Montana (macro corridor) and Madison County (alternative corridor). The
EPRI siting methodology uses GIS software called Corridor Analyst © to map features within the
study area, assign numerical suitability values to all features, assign engineering constraints,
and generate corridor alternatives. Corridor alternatives will include: 1) Community values; 2)
Engineering requirements; and 3) Natural environment. We will include Beaverhead, Silver
Bow, Jefferson, Madison, and Gallatin Counties in the analysis to ensure a wide range of
possible routes through southwestern Montana.

We will use cost-distance analysis to map the relative costs (both positive and negative) of a
transmission line across the analysis area. Cost-distance analysis uses a cost surface map to
assign relative costs of moving across a point on the surface. The least cost path is the shortest
route possible that incurs the lowest accumulative cost along the route. Cost surfaces can be
created for any appropriate theme.

Cost Surface Categories:

Community
° Land Value
¢ Health

¢ Recreation (fishing, hunting)
* Revenue generation

Natural Environment

Avoidance and mitigation of:
*  Forest carnivore connectivity (represented by wolverine and grizzly bear)
e Elk winter range
* Sage grouse

Engineering Requirements
* Double-circuiting
*  Burying
¢ Tower design

Based on the alternative corridors produced, we will recommend a preferred route and a series
of local routing options within Madison County. Recommendations we expect to consider

* http:/ /www.gatrans.com/PlanningConstruction /EPR

TCsitingModel/SitingFactSheet/index.htm
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