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December 17, 2007
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December 17, 2007 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on December 17, 2007, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the September 17, 2007 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the December 3 2007 meeting be approved and the December 6, 2007 minutes be approved with corrections.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Reports  for December 2 –8 and December 9 –15, 2007.  


December 2 –8, 2007


Dillon Area

· Snow was removed from roads in the Elkhorn, Bannack, and Wise River areas.

· Removed signs at Elkhorn and installed “road closed” signs on  Lemhi Pass.

· Flood control was done on Blacktail Road and Medicine Lodge Road.

· Roads in the Dillon, Horse Prairie, and Elkhorn area were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Work was done on barricades and sign.

· Snow equipment was mounted on trucks.

· South Valley Road, and Lima and Dell area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Snow equipment was repaired and mounted on trucks. 

· All area lanes were plowed.

· Wisdom and Jackson area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.
December 9 –15, 2007


Dillon Area

· The crew attended a safety meeting regarding railroad crossings.

· Snow was removed at Elkhorn and Bannack.

· Trapper Creek Road was sanded.

· A “Not Maintained for Winter Travel” sign was installed on Blacktail Road at Price Creek.

· Bannack Bench Road was bladed.

· Equipment was cleaned and washed.

· Signs and barricades were repaired.

· Melrose, Glen, Dillon, Horse Prairie and Elkhorn area roads were checked.

· The shop and yard were cleaned and maintained.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· The crew attended a safety meeting regarding railroad crossings.

· Old Armstead Road was bladed.

· The shop was maintained and cleaned.

· Willows and brush on Big Sheep Creek Road were removed.

· South Valley Road and Lima and Dell area roads were checked.

· Work was done on barricades and sign.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· The crew attended a safety meeting regarding railroad crossings.

· Wings for a cattleguard were rebuilt.

· Wise River snowplow truck was serviced.

· Wisdom and Jackson area roads were checked.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.
The Dillon yard is being cleaned and the pipe is being moved in preparation for installation of the draining system next spring.

Richard talked to personnel from the Montana Department of Highways about submitting the approach from Pioneer Drive to Highway 91 South for Comprehensive Highway Safety Plan program.  The accident history for this approach is minimal and the project would be low on the list.  The Commissioners decided not to submit Pioneer Drive / Highway 91 North approach for the Highway Safety Program.

There was discussion regarding Pioneer Drive still belonging to the State Highway.  Richard cannot find any resolutions where the County accepted this road from the State.

Lima’s CTEP proposal was briefly discussed.  Richard left the meeting.

Weed Supervisor Jack Eddie joined the meeting.  Jack would like to have Amber Burch become the State of Montana’s coordinator for the Dyer’s Woad project.  This position would require some travel throughout the summer.  Amber would take this position if she were to receive a raise.  Jack would like to raise Ambers to Grade 10, Step 6.  To receive this increase, Amber’s job description would need to be changed and Jack stated that he would change the description.  If the grant is ever dropped Amber’s salary would be decreased. The Commissioners approved the increase. This project will begin in May and Amber will use a County vehicle for the travel.  Jack suggested that the County manage the grant instead of Headwaters RC&D.  The Commissioners approved Jack’s suggestion.  Jack will talk to Headwaters RC&D personnel about this matter. The County will need to do a budget amendment for this grant.  Jack left the meeting.

Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  For the last two months new Deputy Scott Kessel has been working with another Deputy.    On January 1, 2008, he will start working on his own. Scott will go to the Academy in September.  By the first of January Jay will be able to determine whether or not he will have four full-time dispatchers. If not, he will start calling the people who have submitted applications.

The three base stations have still not been reprogrammed by Dunn Communications. Jay left the meeting.

County Attorney Marv McCann joined the meeting.  Marv has met with the Helles regarding their concerns about the AAA Regulations.  One of their concerns is who would be administering the regulations.  Marv suggested that a Board be appointed to administrate the regulations and that one of the landowners affected by the Regulations be appointed to this Board.  Marv left the meeting.


The Commissioners received a letter dated November 26, 2007, from the U.S. Board of Geographic Names regarding a name change proposal to rename Squaw Lake to Lovell Lake or Skwoom-tsin Lake and to rename Squaw Creek to Christiansen Creek or Skwoom-tsin Creek, after some discussion regarding these proposals the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded to support the renaming of Squaw Lake to Lovell Lake and to support the renaming of Squaw Creek to Christiansen Creek. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.












Richard briefly rejoined the meeting to have the Commissioners sign contract task orders with Peccia and Associates for the Blacktail Deer Creek Flood Mitigation Project. Chairman Haugland signed the orders and Richard left the meeting.


The Commissioners feel that Jack Holstrom should be reappointed to the State Personnel Appeal Board.  Patti will complete the online nomination form. 

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

At this time the Commissioners received public input and proposals for CTEP funding. Lima Mayor Dave Olsen, Lima City Councilman Russ Kluesner, Headwaters RC&D CTEP Coordinator Lisa Wheeler, and KDBM Reporter Tom McKnight joined the meeting.  Dave distributed copies of Lima’s proposal to improve Lima’s Town Park.  The total proposal is for $21,925 with Lima’s match being $2,942.00.  The proposal was discussed.  Lisa will contact the State regarding the requirements for CTEP funding.  Patti Odasz will be the County’s contact for this project. There was no opposition to this project.  The Commissioners will take action on this proposal on December 24, 2007. Russ, Dave, and Lisa left the meeting.  Dillon Tribune Reporter Barb Bauerle joined the meeting.

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting and presented the Final Plat Report of the Dykstra Minor Subdivision.  All conditions have been met and all fees have been paid.

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the final plat of the Dykstra Minor Subdivision be approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











The final plat has been mailed to Alaska for Mr. Dykstra’s signature.  When the plat is returned the Commissioners will sign it.  Rick left the meeting.


County Public Health Director Sue Hansen joined the meeting.  The Commissioners signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Community Health Center.  There was discussion about the prescription cards being distributed at the Health Fair.  The lease payment has been send to Barretts Hospital.  Sue has not had the Medicaid billing application returned, but the Medicare application was returned.  On Wednesday, December 19, 2007, Sue will be holding a flu clinic at her office.  Sue left the meeting.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the December 2 – 15, 2007 invoices for a total of $70,014.89. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 5:00 p.m.


At 7:30 p.m. Chairman Haugland reconvened the Commissioners’ meeting at the Lima Town Hall in Lima, Montana.  This meeting was called to receive public input and proposals for CTEP funding. Lima Mayor Dave Olsen, Lima Town Councilmen Russ Kluesner, Mike Strang, and Carl Kluesner joined the meeting.  Dave distributed copies of Lima’s proposal to improve Lima’s Town Park.  The total proposal is for $21,925 with Lima’s match being $2,942.00.  The proposal was discussed.    Patti Odasz will be the County’s contact for this project. There was no opposition to this project.  The Commissioners will take action on this proposal on December 24, 2007. Russ, Mike, Dave, and Carl left the meeting.  The Commissioners were thanked for holding the meeting in Lima.  
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:43 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:
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