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December 18, 2006


December 18, 2006 Regular Session of the County Commissioners


The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on December 18, 2006, at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
The minutes of the December 4, 2006 meeting were read and the following motion was made:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the minutes of the December 4, 2006 meeting be approved.  The motion carried unanimously.


Road Manager Richard Miller joined the meeting and submitted the Road Reports for December 3-9 and December 10-16, 2006:

December 3-9, 2006:


Dillon Area

· Local area roads and the Scenic Byway at Polaris were plowed.

· Pot Holes on Laknar Lane, Schuler Lane, Webster Lane, Sweetwater road, Blacktail Road, and Carrigan Lane were hand patched.

· Gravel was hauled to and soft spots were repaired on Highway 324.

· Backfilling on the sewer at the 4-H building at the Fairgrounds was completed.

· Road signs were installed on Ermont Road Adams Lane, Parkwood Drive, Pond Drive, Lovers Leap Road, Shepherd Lane, Summit View Drive, Wheat Lane, Rock Ridge Road, Jensen Lane, Magpie Lane, Camp Trail, Cougar Trail, and Sunset West Road.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Gravel was hauled to Highway 324.

· Local area roads were checked.

· South Valley Road, Big Sheep Creek Road, and Sage Creek Road were checked.

· Maintenance was done on the shop.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· Twin Lake Road, Lower North Fork Road, and the streets in Wisdom were plowed.

· Local area roads were checked

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.
December 10 -16, 2006:


Dillon Area

· The Dillon Airport drainage project was completed.

· Stonehouse Road, Anderson Lane, and Rebich Lane were bladed.

· Bond Road was watered and bladed.

· Local paved roads and the Scenic Byway at Polaris were plowed and sanded.

· Bannack Pass Road on Highway 324 was plowed with the grader.

· Roads in the Melrose area, the Horse Prairie area, and the Elkhorn area were checked.

· Road signs were installed on Peck Lane, Cherry Creek Road and Trapper Creek Road.

· Speed limit signs (35 mph), curve signs, and fishing access signs were installed on Lovers leap Road.

· The crew attended a safety meeting.

· Maintenance was done on the shop.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Lima Area
· Local area roads and the South Valley Road were checked.

· Gravel was hauled to the Dell Airport Road and the Lima Dam Road.

· The crew attended a safety meeting.

· Maintenance was done on the shop.

· Equipment was serviced and repaired.


Wisdom Area

· The Lower and Upper North Fork Roads were plowed.

· Cattleguards on Ten Mile Road and Stonehouse Road were repaired.

· Snow was plowed and clean up was done around Wisdom and the Wisdom container site.

· Equipment was moved from Dillon to the Grant shop.

· The crew attended a safety meeting.

· Local area roads were checked

· Snowmobile parking signs were installed on Skinner Meadows Road and Miner Lake Road parking areas.
· Equipment was serviced and repaired.

Richard mentioned Patty Lovaas’ letter in the Dillon Tribune regarding the lack of road signs at Elkhorn Hot Springs.  Richard will have “congested area” signs installed.


Richard was asked by Rick Smith to fix the problem with the intersection of White Lane and Blacktail Road.  Richard would like to move the intersection to where the curve is now located, but there is a power pole in the way.  


Richard suggested that in the next fiscal year money be budgeted for the striping of Blacktail Road.


Richard informed the Commissioners that he has received a bill from the Department of State Lands for the County’s purchase of rights-of-ways across state land.  Commissioner McGinley will start the Intercap Loan process for this project.


Museum Director Lyle DeChant joined the meeting, and on behalf of the Museum presented to the Commissioners a framed copy of a 1906 picture of Dillon.  The City of Dillon will also be presented a copy of this picture.  The Commissioners thanked Lyle and the Museum and hung the picture on the wall.  Lyle left the meeting.


Richard informed the Commissioners that today there will be a walk through of the Blacktail Deer Creek Flood Mitigation Project.


County Attorney Marv McCann joined the meeting.  The Friday night wreck on the Canal Road was discussed.


Chairman Haugland informed Richard that Mike Huntsman was in last week to thank the Road Crew for rebuilding a fence when the County did culvert work in the Centennial.  


Richard informed the Commissioners that on Wednesday he and Planner Rick Hartz will be meeting with Bill Lloyd from Great West Engineering regarding County road and bridge standards.  Richard left the meeting.


Marv reported that the summary judgment for the Bump case is before the Court tomorrow at 11:00 a.m. 


Marv reported that Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman is working on the Union trust deficit matter.  This matter was discussed further.  


There was discussion about the Native Plant Park and the Forest Service’s involvement in this project.  The Forest Service can help with the permitting to get the native plants.  John Whittingham from Basic Biological Services is going through the DNRC to get the plants.  The Commissioners approved of John going through the DNRC for the plants, and it is hoped that the Forest Service will do the interpretive portion of the park.


Deputy County Attorney Kurt Steadman joined the meeting. Marv informed the Commissioners that the Erb/Benson trial date will be in October 2007, but he feels Attorney Getz will file a summary judgment motion on this case.  Marv and Kurt left the meeting.


Sheriff Jay Hansen joined the meeting.  Jay reported that there will be a Sheriff’s sale on Ron Johnson’s office building and Ron’s property located on Highway 278.


Jay informed the Commissioners that his office has entered into an agreement with the Montana Sheriffs and Peace Officers’ Association to provide extra patrols to help with enforcing DUI’s.    This Sustained Enforcement Program has off duty officers working strictly on enforcement of DUI’s and an enforcing the seatbelt law. The Association will reimburse the County up to $3,500 for the officers’ overtime.  The Association will also be doing the administrative duties for the smaller departments.  Every two months Jay will present a report of citations and warnings given and will provide the Association with the hours worked and the amount to be reimbursed. This program is run on the Federal fiscal year.     This fiscal year this program should receive $2,000 and $1,500 should be received from July 1 to September 30.  The program is designed not to put additional burden on law enforcement but to enhance what is already being done.  The off duty officers working on this program would only be allowed to give back up to any major calls that might come in while they are implementing the program.    The extra patrols will be made on New Year’s Eve, Memorial Day, Labor Day, and the 4th of July.  County Attorney Marv McCann rejoined the meeting.


The Commissioners informed Jay that at this time the Commissioners have not worked on his suggestion to appoint an advisory council to the Commission.  Marv stated that a community council would need to be authorized by ordinance.


Proposed 2007 law enforcement legislation was discussed.  


Rural Addressing Coordinator Scott Marsh and DES Coordinator Larry Laknar joined the meeting.  Larry distributed draft copies of the E911 Committee bylaws.  The draft was reviewed.  Scott will contact the fire departments and emergency medical service (EMS) organizations in the County and will ask that all fire departments to appoint one person to represent all the departments and the EMS organizations to appoint one person to represent all EMS organizations on the E911 Committee.  The Commissioners will write a letter to the City Council asking that a City Council member be appointed to the E911 Committee.


The flooding of the Jack Ripley property was discussed.  No structures have been affected yet.  Marv, Larry, Scott, Jay left the meeting.


Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting and presented the final plat of the Comet Ridge Estates III Major Subdivision.  The Beaverhead County Planning Department recommends final plat approval of this Subdivision. 
All of the conditions that were placed on this subdivision at the time of preliminary plat approval on August 21, 2006, have been met or otherwise satisfied and the final plat review fee of $200.00 has been paid to Beaverhead County. 

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the final plat of the Comet Ridge Estates III Subdivision be approved.











Chairman Haugland signed the plat.


Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 p.m. for the lunch break and reconvened the meeting at 1:30 p.m. with all Commissioners and Secretary Patti Odasz in attendance.


Dillon Forest Service District Ranger Tom Olsen, Forest Service Timber Forester Rick Henningson, Forest Service Silvaculturist Greg Clark, Forest Service Resource Staff Tom Heintz, BLM Representatives Kipper Blotkamp and Aly Piwowar, County Fire Warden Scott Marsh, Tom and Shelly Boyd, Paul Rust, Donna J. Sevalstad, Dick McCracken, Economic Development Corporation Representative J.S. Turner, and KDBM Reporter Lee Squires joined the meeting.  Rick Henningson reviewed maps of the Grasshopper Fire Mitigation Project, explained the Project, and distributed a handout showing the units of the project.  There will be 840,000 board feet of saw timber and 160,000 board feet of post and poles in this Project.  There will also be approximately 100 acres of timber harvest for fence and rail materials that will be split and sold over several years, which will allow the general public the ability to get fence rails.  The Forest Service is predicting that the high bids for the project will range between $150,000 and $175,000.  Discussion ensued and questions were asked and answered.  J.S. distributed copies of a letter from the Beaverhead Development Corporation addressed to the Forest Service.  In this letter it is stated that the Corporation feels that there is a significant opportunity for development of a Stewardship Agreement in the Grasshopper area.  The letter goes on to ask several questions of the Forest Service.  Tom Osen said that the Forest Service would review the letter and then get back to the Corporation.  (For more detailed information, please refer to the recording of this meeting.)  The people attending the meeting regarding the Grasshopper Fire Mitigation Project left.


Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting to discuss the County’s Safety Program with the Commissioners.  It was decided that the Safety Committee would be reactivated and that the Commissioners would ask Weed Supervisor Jack Eddie to be the Safety Officer.  The Committee will meet with MACo’s Senior Loss Control Specialist Emelia McEwen on Tuesday, January 23, at 9:00 a.m. to discuss the County’s safety program.


Rick informed the Commissioners that seven people have applied for the three at large positions on the Joint City-County Planning Task Force.  These applicants are:  Verna Cleverley, Lee Hiniker, Lori Hiniker, Stephen Armiger, Jean Stewart, Kelsey Fuhrman, and Marg Jappe.  After much discussion the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Verna Cleverley, Lori Hiniker, and Kelsey Fuhrman be appointed as public at large members to the Joint City-County Planning Task Force.  The motion carried unanimously.












Rick informed the Commissioner that Elizabeth Jones’ term is up on the Big Hole River Conservation Development Standards Review Board.  The following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Elizabeth Jones be reappointed to the Big Hole River Conservation Development Standards Review Board with her term to expire December 31, 2009.  The motion carried unanimously.











Rick left the meeting.


The Commissioners reviewed the list of applicants who applied for various County Boards and the following motions were made:

Airport Board:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that John Dooling and Tim Clark be reappointed to the Airport Board for three year terms expiring on December 31, 2009.  The motion carried unanimously.

Cemetery Board:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Carol Dickenson be reappointed to the Cemetery Board for a three year term expiring December 31, 2009.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Fair Board:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Kathy Konan be reappointed to the Fair Board for a three year term expiring December 31, 2009 and the John Seymour be appointed to the Fair Board for a three year term expiring December 31, 2009.  The motion carried unanimously.

Museum Board:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Janie Peterson, Charlene Loge, and Donna Jones be reappointed to the Museum Board for three year terms expiring December 31, 2009.  The motion carried unanimously.

Planning Board:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Elizabeth Jones, George Clemow, Barry Emge, and Eldon Ayers be reappointed to the Planning Board for two year terms expiring December 31, 2008, and that Harold Peterson be reappointed to the Planning Board as Beaverhead Conservation Service’s representative for a two year term to expire December 31, 2008.  The motion carried unanimously.

Solid Waste Board


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Harold Peterson and Garth Haugland be reappointed to the Solid Waste Board for three year terms expiring December 31, 2009.  The motion carried unanimously.

Tax Appeal Board:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Dave Hagenbarth be reappointed to the Tax Appeal Board for a three year term expiring December 31, 2009.  The motion carried unanimously.

Weed Board:


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice second that Tim Boka and Dean Stanchfield be reappointed to the Weed Board for three year terms expiring December 31, 2009.  The motion carried unanimously.

County’s representative to Dillon City Planning Board:


MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Jim Carpita be recommended to the City of Dillon as the County’s representative to the City Planning Board for a two year term expiring December 31, 2008.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mental Health Board


MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice second that Garth Haugland be reappointed to the Mental Health for a two-year term expiring December 31, 2008.  The motion carried unanimously.


Chairman Haugland went over the day’s business with the news media


The Commissioners reviewed and approved the December 10 – 16, 2006       invoices for a total of $44,526.41.  The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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