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December 19, 2011, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, December 19, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the December 12, 2011 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

	MOTION:	Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley        seconded that the minutes of the December 12, 2011 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Scott Jones, County Engineer Jim Carpita, Road Secretary Jamie   Flynn, and Dillon Tribune Reporter Polly Taylor joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report was submitted:
[image: ]
Scott reported that the base for the Eliason Lane Road project has been completed.  The County damaged Ingram’s fence and a phone pedestal.  The fence has been temporarily fixed.  The County did not damage the fence at Ingram’s approach.

Sheriff Jay Hansen has given Scott the accident report of the accident on the Pioneer Scenic Byway that damaged a bridge.  An invoice will be sent to the person who caused the damage.
There was discussion about the Dillon shop floor project. On Saturday Diamond Construction was supposed to deliver a large grinder to fix the problem with the floor.

The hoist at the Wisdom shop is broken and the Dillon shop also needs a hoist. The cost for a hoist is $4,000 each. It was decided that a decision about the hoists not be made until the grader bids have been opened.

Scott reported that worked has started on the Anderson Lane Bridge project, that gravel was hauled to and spread on Sage Creek Road, and that last week he met with the snowmobile trail groomer about the grooming of the trail where it intersects with the County road.

Tim Egan from the DNRC Office in Dillon has asked Scott that he be notified when the County is doing a big project out of a gravel pit.  Scott will make sure this happens in the future.

Action on the Fairgrounds Water and Sewer Agreement:

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting and reviewed with the Commissioners changes that he feels will be agreeable to both the City and County. Jed suggested that the agreement date not be entered until the City Council approves and signs the agreement.  The Agreement will start in January 1, 2012 and will be effective until January of 2021. A provision for water and sewer usage during the fair and rodeo is in the agreement.  There was discussion about water usage for the Community Garden.  Jed will add this use to the Agreement.

	MOTION: Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the Fairgrounds Water and Sewer Agreement be approved and signed.

Chairman Haugland asked for further discussion.  There be no further discussion, Chairman Haugland called for the vote.

			A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.
 
Jed reported that Nate Fitch has gifted the Jackson Fire Department some land.  For Nate’s tax purposes Jed asked the Commissioners to sign a donation letter, to which the Commissioners agreed.  In the past Nate also gifted land to the County because years ago the County shop was accidently built on Nate’s property.  Jed stated that Nate should be commended for his gifts that Appraiser Jim McIsaac should be commended for appraising the land for no appraisal fee, and that Rick Hartz and Scott Marsh should be thanked for organizing the Jackson Fire Department to get the project completed.
 
Action on a Request for Extension of Johnson Minor Subdivision Preliminary Plat:

Planner Rick Hartz and Attorney J.B. Anderson joined the meeting.  Prior to this meeting the Commissioners were given the following letter:


Rick recommended that a one your extension be granted.  A few items need to be completed yet to meet the conditions that were placed on the Preliminary Plat, i.e. the fire suppression system.

	MOTION: Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that a one year extension be given for the Preliminary Plat of the Johnson Minor Subdivision with the extension to expire December 24, 2012.

Chairman Haugland asked for further discussion.  There being no further discussion, Chairman Haugland called for the vote.

		A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.	

Appointments to Various County Boards:

At this time the Commissioners reviewed a list of applicants for various County Board and the following motions were made:

Airport Appeals Board:

	MOTION: Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley     seconded that Steve Cottom and Scott Marsh be reappointed to the Airport Appeals Board. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Big Hole River Conservation Development Standards Review Board:

	MOTION: Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley    seconded that Harold Peterson be reappointed to the Big Hole River Conservation Development Standards Review Board with his term to expire December 31, 2014. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Cemetery Board:

MOTION:	Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Barbara Clemans be reappointed to the Cemetery Board with her term to expire December 31, 2014. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Fair Commission:

	MOTION:  Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Barbara Yewusiak and Tom Paffhausen be reappointed to the Fair Commission with their terms to expire December 31, 2014.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Museum Board:

MOTION:	Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice      seconded that Jean James be reappointed to the Museum Board with her terms to expire December 31, 2014.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Planning Board:

MOTION:	Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice  seconded that Kelly Rowe, Larry Volkening, Richard Gosman, and Beverly Butler be reappointed to the Planning Board with their terms to expire December 31, 2013. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Solid Waste Board:

	MOTION:  Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Tom Rice be appointed to the Solid Waste Board with his term to expire December 31, 2014. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

At this time no one has applied for the other open position on the Solid Waste Board.

Tax Appeal Board:

	MOTION: Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner McGinley       seconded that Richard Gosman be reappointed to the Tax Appeal Board with his term to expire December 31, 2014. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Weed Control Board:

	MOTION:   Commissioner Rice 	moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that Debby Keller be reappointed to the Weed Control Board with her term to expire December 31, 2014 and that Travis Hansen be appointed to the Weed Control Board with his term to expire December 31, 2014. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously. 
Recess:

Chairman Haugland recessed the meeting at 12:00 noon for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner McGinley and Commissioner Rice.  

Old Business/Other Topics of Discussion:
	
The Commissioners opened their mail and email and responded accordingly.

Ann Simonsen:  Weed Bill:

Ann Simonsen and Commission Secretary Patti Odasz joined the meeting.      Ann informed the Commissioners that she had a written statement and asked if she could record the meeting, to which she was given approval.  Ann read her statement into the record.



Ann is asking that the weed bill on her taxes be removed. (The Commissioners asked for a copy of her written statement for the record.  She stated that she would have the statement retyped because the last part was hand written.)  For detailed information about Ann’s statement refer to the Commission recording of this meeting.)

Ann asked the Commissioners to take charges off her taxes. The County sprayed the weeds and sent her the bill. Ann stated that the bill was not legal because she was not told ahead of time how much it would be.  Ann also has been charged penalty and interest.  

The Commissioners told Ann that they could not overturn Judge Tucker’s decision.
Tom cannot overrule Judge Tucker’s decision to spray weeds.  The Commissioners pointed out to Ann that a lot of conversation and paper work is done before the matter goes to district court for non-compliance.

Ann did not answer Jack’s letter because she had the right to keep him off her land.  Ann also said that she had a right to disqualify Judge Tucker because she has a lot of evidence that he is prejudice against her.

	MOTION:   	Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Ann Simonsen’s request to remove the weed costs from her taxes be denied.  

Chairman Haugland asked for further discussion.  There being no further discussion, Chairman Haugland called for the vote.

		A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.


Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the December 11 – 17, 2011, invoices for a total of $16,062.83, beginning with check #181730 and ending with check #181774. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction:

No public comments were received.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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