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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

December 20, 2010, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, December 20, 2010 at 9:15 a.m.  Present: Chairman Mike McGinley, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Tom Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  

Minutes:

The minutes of the December 13, 2010 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice   seconded that the minutes of the December 13, 2010 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Updates on County Projects:

Road Supervisor Mike Shafer, Road Employee Scott Jones, County Engineer Jim Carpita, Road Employee Luke Fitch Road Secretary Jamie Flynn joined the meeting.

The following Road Department Report for December 12 – 18, 2010 was submitted:

DILLON AREA

· Plowed snow and sanded all local paved roads.

· Plowed snow with a grader on the following roads and lanes:  Trapper Creek, Big Horn, Cherry Creek, Browne’s Bridge, Rock Creek, Argenta, Ten Mile, Stonehouse, Freeman, Elkhorn, Wise River, Carrigan, Old Canyon, Bannack Pass (Hwy 324), Medicine Lodge, Bloody Dick, Brenner, Lemhi and Decker.

· Hauled sand to the Dillon Shop. 

· Moved equipment.

· Flood control on the Blacktail Road.

· Road checked at Elkhorn, Glen, Dillon, and Blacktail area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on all the following roads and lanes:  Big Sheep Creek, Lima Dam, South Valley, Fitters, Ashbough, Bimat, Hansen, Munday, Gravley, Steel Bridge, Gleed, Chute Canyon, Gosman and Dell Airport.

· Installation of a hot water heater and furnace in the shop.

· Moved equipment.

· Road checked Lima and Dell area Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Plowed snow on the following roads:  Upper and Lower North Fork, Mussigbrod, Lower Bender Creek, Gibbonsville, Skinner Meadows, Miner Lake, Warm Springs, Little Lake Creek, Big Lake Creek, Rock Creek, Big Swamp Creek, Twin Lakes, River, Steel Creek, Wisdom and Jackson area.

· Moved equipment.

· Shop maintenance and repaired an electrical short.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

Mike and Scott reported that the Flynn Lane dyke was plugged last night at about 11:30 p.m. The water is back into the creek, but ice is on the road. The ditch either needs to be cleaned or moved into the field. Mike again suggested that a County representative meet with LaCense Manager Reese King regarding this ditch.  Mike gave a brief history of this ditch and options were discussed.  Commissioner Rice will call Reese King and try to set up an onsite inspection. Scott reported that a new pipe needs to be installed at the intersection of Carrigan Lane and Flynn Lane.

Mike report that he was sent an email from Chairman McGinley regarding the removal of snow at the Elkhorn parking lot and the Pettengill parking lot on the Scenic Byway.  The maintenance of these parking lots were addressed in the Schedule “A” agreement between the Forest Service and the County, but upon Mike’s recommendation the County did not sign the agreement, but the County has continued to do the snow removal.  The crew is working on the Wise River parking lot for the Fun Run.    

There was discussion about a contractor plowing snow on the South Valley Road and that Luke has asked two people to quit plowing snow on this road.  Luke would like the people at Lakeview to use the snow blower on the road not the blade. Luke stated that the people living within Lakeview could remove the snow however they want, but on the main road a snow blower needs to be used. 

Refuge Manager Bill West has been notified by email that a snow blower needs to be used on the South Valley Road.  Chairman McGinley will call Bill West about this problem.  Besides the people at the Refuge, Mr. Duffner will be wintering in the Centennial.

Mike informed the Commissioners that the sand at the old landfill the County was going to use for sanding roads has absorbed moisture and is freezing the sanders.  Approximately 30 tons of the ice mixer will be ordered. 

The salt is damaging the road equipment.  Salt would probably not have to be used if the sand was dry, so Scott suggested that a sand shed be located at the Dillon shop.  The sand shed could be located where the sand is now.  Scott informed the Commissioners that two new sanders and plows are needed.  Scott will put this on the list for the next budgeting year.

Mike informed the Commissioners that the loader that the County just purchased would be at the Dillon shop at 10:00 a.m. for inspection.  

Jim informed Scott that the Eliason Lane approach would be redone next spring.

Two Road Department employees will be attending the January MACo Loss Control Conference. 

There was discussion about the Birch Creek Bridge project. Scott asked if the bridge would have gravel dams and running bars?  Jim responded that it would have gravel dams, but not running bars.  Jim will review the drawings and perhaps a change order could be made.  The Road Department is still planning to lay gravel on the Birch Creek Road in January.

Mike reported that the Road employees have accumulated a lot of over time because of the snow.

Mike stated that he could work a week a month without jeopardizing his retirement pay if Scott needed help.  

Jim reported that he has received a complaint from Woodrow Beaurgard regarding the curbing on Railroad Avenue pertaining to the Blacktail Deer Creek project.  Jim asked that Engineer Brad Koenig from Peccia and Associates officially respond to the County regarding this matter, then the County will respond to Mr. Beauregard.

Jim reported that Roscoe Steel has returned the signed contracts for the Birch Creek project and submitted them for Chairman McGinley’s signature.  Chairman McGinley signed the contracts.

Jim reported that last Friday he did an inspection on the Argenta Bridge.  This will be a bigger project then he thought and recommended that it not be submitted for a RAC project.  On a cadastral map Jim showed the Commissioners how he feels the bridge should be realigned.  This realignment would mean obtaining rights-of-ways and creating a new road.  Discussion ensued.  The Commissioners made the decision not submit the Argenta Bridge as a RAC project.

Jim placed a call to the BLM concerning the Ruby Divide Road.  The person he needs to talk to will be out of the office until the first of the year.  There are two bridges over Long Creek on the Ruby Divide road that are substandard.

Jan Rouse from the Youth Challenge has contacted the County about the County’s policy for dealing with runaway cadets.  Sheriff Hansen will call Jan about this matter.  

Chairman McGinley will be attending the January 19, 2011 Historical Preservation Award Ceremony and reception for Browne’s Bridge.

Appointments to Various County Boards:

At this time the Commissioners reviewed the list of applicants for the various County Boards and the following motions were made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that the following reappointments and appointment be made to the following Boards:


Re-Appointment:  Three Year terms:


Big Hole Board:
Elizabeth Jones, term expires 12/31/13

Cemetery Board:
Carla Weidinger, term expires 12/31/13

Fair Commission:
Ray Marxer, term expires 12/31/13





Clyde Thompson, term expires 12/31/13


Museum Board:
Larry Chaffin, term expires 12/31/13





John Maki, term expires 12/31/13


Solid Waste Board:
Mike McGinley, term expires 12/31/13





Pete Brown, term expires 12/31/13


Tax Appeal Board:
Vince Husted, term expires 12/31/13


Weed Control Board:
Paul Hansen, term expires 12/31/13



Harris Wheat, term expires 12/31/13



Ed Coon, term expires 12/31/13



Reappointment: 2 year Terms


Planning Board:
Elizabeth Jones, term expires 2/31/12



George Clemow, term expires 2/31/12



Barry Emge, term expires 2/31/12



Eldon Ayers, term expires 2/31/12



Harold Peterson, term expires 2/31/12



A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried 



Unanimously.



MOTION:
Commissioner Rice moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that Dan Bugni be appointed to the Fair Commissioner with his term to expire 12/31/13.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

The appointment of Airport Board members was postponed until later in the meeting.

Action on the West View Minor Subdivision Improvements Agreement Completion of Work:

Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting and submitted a letter from County Engineer Jim Carpita and Fire District #2 Administrator Rick Later regarding the abovementioned subdivision The Commissioners reviewed these letters.    Based on these letters Rick believes that the developer has satisfied the conditions of the Subdivision Improvements Agreement dated September 20, 2010 and recommended the release of the financial guarantee. 

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner Rice seconded that Developer Bev Butler be released from her financial liability for the West View Minor Subdivision. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Bev asked Rick to write void on the check and she will pick it up later. 

Rick informed the Commissioners that the recommended changes to the draft Beaverhead County Rural Improvement District Process and Procedures Policy have been completed and asked the Commissioners to set a date for a public hearing.  The Commissioners set the date of January 10, 2011 at 1:30 p.m.

Rick reported that there is one possible subdivision that might be submitted before the end of the year.  The six-acre parcel is located in the Grasshopper Valley and owned by Paul Taylor.  The Clark Creek Road runs through the center of this parcel.  Paul wants to divide this parcel in half leaving three acres on each side of the road.

Old Business:

There was no old business discussed.

Lunch Recess:

Chairman McGinley recessed the meeting at 11:30 a.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. he reconvened the meeting with Commissioner Haugland, Commissioner Rice, and Secretary Patti Odasz present.  

Other Topics of Discussion:

The Commissioners decided to schedule the appointments to the Airport Board for January 3, 2011.

Swearing in of Elected Officials:

At 3:30 p.m. the following people joined the meeting for the swearing in of the elected officials:  Virginia Nelson, Benjamin, Carter and Scott Marsh, Wade, Donovan, and Derrick Hucke, Deputy County Attorney Evan Moppert, County Attorney’s Administrative Assistant Amy Walker, Planner Rick Hartz, Justice of the Peace Administrative Assistant Cindy Decker, Ruth Pilgrim, and Dillon Tribune Reporter J.P. Plutt.

At this time Commissioner Haugland swore in the following elected officials: County Superintendent Linda Marsh, County Attorney Jed Fitch, Sheriff Jay Hansen, County Treasurer Cathy Hucke, Public Administrator Paul Pilgrim, Justice of the Peace Candy Hoerning, Clerk and Recorder Deb Scott, Coroner Ron Briggs, County Commissioner Mike McGinley

News Media:

Chairman McGinley went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the December 12 – 18, 2010 invoices for a total of $116,867.88, beginning with check number 178753 and ending with check number $178827. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

No public comments were received.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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