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   December 22, 2008, Regular Session of the County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session on Monday, December 22, 2008 at 9:30 a.m.  Present: Chairman Tom Rice, Commissioner Garth Haugland, Commissioner Mike McGinley, and Secretary Patti Odasz.  
Minutes:

The minutes of the December 15, 2008 meeting were read and the following motion was made:  

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the minutes of the December 15, 2008 meeting be approved.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Road Department Update:

Action on a Resolution calling for a Public Hearing to Receive Input as to Whether the Board of County Commissioners Should Determine that Laknar Lane is a County Road:

Resolution 2008-36 as stated above was reviewed and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Haugland seconded that Resolution 2008-36 – A Resolution calling for a Public Hearing to Receive Input as to Whether the Board of County Commissioners Should Determine that Laknar Lane is a County Road be adopted.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











There was discussion regarding the Lovell Road Project.

The Commissioners reviewed the Road Report for December 14 – 20, 2008:

DILLON AREA

· Plowed snow with a truck on the Elkhorn Scenic Byway, Bannack Road and all local paved roads.

· Plowed snow with a grader on the following roads and lanes: Sweetwater, Carter Creek, Nissen, Stevenson, Flynn, Buster Brown, Smith, Trout Creek, East Bench, Anderson, Albers and Dutchman.

· Hauled gravel to Big Sheep Creek Road for flood and ice control.

· Hauled an excavator to Big Sheep Creek Road to remove ice.

· Equipment set up for winter.

· Shop cleaning and yard maintenance.

· Welding fabrication of equipment.

· Road checked Dillon, Horse Prairie, Grasshopper and Glen area roads. 

· Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

· Plowed snow on Sage Creek Road and local area roads.

· Equipment set-up for winter.

· Flood control on Big Sheep Creek Road.

· Road checked Lima and Dell area roads and South Valley, Big Sheep Creek and Sage Creek Roads.

· Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA 

· Replaced a window in the Jackson shop.

· Inventory roads for culverts and bridges.

· Plowed the Twin Lakes Road.

· Road checked Jackson and Wisdom Roads.

· Shop cleaning.

· Equipment service and repair.

Old Business
Jeremy Fadness from WWC Engineering joined the meeting. Jeremy informed the Commissioners that the Governor’s Office has contacted engineering firms around the State to solicit irrigation and road and bridge projects.  Money will be available when the President Elect signs an Economic Stimulus package.  At the Commissioners’ request Sanitarian Larry Laknar joined the meeting. Larry feels that a study needs to be done on the Jackson sewer system.  There are problems with the pumps that pump up hill to the drainfield and that water sources for fire protection throughout the County need to be identified. After lengthy discussion, it was decided that the Jeremy would submit the following road and bridge projects for Beaverhead County:

Laknar Lane – Reconstruction to Meadow Lark Drive

Blacktail Road – Resurfacing to Flynn Lane and reconstruction of the bridge.

Carrigan Lane – Resurfacing to Flynn Lane

Sweetwater Road – Reconstruction and construction of a pedestrian path from the city       limits to Sweetwater Estates.

Ten Mile Road – Pave to the new landfill (this road has already been surveyed and engineered and the rights-of-way have been obtain except for one.

Gravel Sources to gravel Birch Creek Road, Anderson Lane, Big Sheep Creek Road, Centennial Road, Steele Creek Road, and Frying Pan Road.

Anderson Lane Bridge – Reconstruction.

Jeremy said that he would ask the head of WWC to see if sewer projects can be submitted.

Sheriff’s Office Update:
The Sheriff was unable to keep his appointment.

County Attorney’s Office Update:

County Attorney Jed Fitch joined the meeting and the following items were discussed.

□ Jackson Shop project:  Jed was informed that Russ Kluesner was paid 50 percent of his invoice for this project and will be given the rest when the project is completed.  Russ was not paid for the Lima or Wisdom projects.  Nate will be into pay his taxes on the property he is donating to the County.  Jed has the deed and the realty transfer certificate completed.

□ Ray Lynch Park:  Jed has met with Dennis Myer from the DNRC and there is a water right issue with the County’s well.  In 1982, when the property still belonged to the City, the City of Dillon filed the water right as a municipal claim.   An adjustment needs to be made to the claim because this well has been used for irrigation on or before 1973.  Jed will also get information about water rights in the Dillon Canal.

□   Airport Contracts: Jed has these contracts and when he is done with his review he will give them to the Commissioners.

□   Laknar Lane Project.  The Resolution has been submitted to The Tribune Examiner and will be published twice.  The hearing is set for Monday, January 5, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Commissioners’ Room.

□ Reeder Street Bridge Project (Blacktail Deer Creek Flood Mitigation Project):  Last fall Former Road Supervisor Richard Miller talked to Jed regarding Northwest Energy’s gas line and easement for this project and that Northwest’s pipeline needs to be moved.  Jed will talk to DES Coordinator Larry Laknar about this matter and Chairman Rice will talk to the engineer of the project.  If Bill Rehm decides that he wants to abandon his point of diversion, Jed will write the release.

□   Tax Protests:  County Treasurer Kathy Allard has asked Jed to review and give a written opinion on several protests that have been submitted to the Treasurer’s Office.  Jed will respond to this request.

□   Mauer Mountain Easement Project:  Jed asked that the meeting be closed to discuss litigation strategy.  Chairman Rice closed the meeting.

Chairman Rice reopened the meeting.  There was discussion about the Grant, Montana project.  Jed will review the file and meet with the Commissioners on this matter at a later date.

Old Business (continued)
Planner Rick Hartz joined the meeting.  Engineer Ray Gross has submitted a letter stating that on November 25, 2008, he inspected the roadwork that was to be completed for the Miracle Mountain Subdivision as outlined by the County on July 17, 2008.  Ray verified by this letter that the required work was completed.  Rick asked that a letter be written to the State Bank requesting that the $2,000 letter of credit be released.

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that a letter to the State Bank be sent requesting that the $2,000 remaining on the original $10,000 letter of credit #89254-05 for Bennett Owen be released.  A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.











Rick reminded the Commissioners that a decision needs to be made as to what engineer firm or firms will work on the Laknar Lane pedestrian path project.  The Montana Department of Transportation has received the County’s CTEP application for the project and the County should know by mid January whether or not the CTEP grant has been award for this project.  

Discussion and Action On RAC Membership
The Commissioners discussed having the RAC membership expanded to include Madison and Butte-Silver Bow Counties and the following motion was made:

MOTION:
Commissioner Haugland moved and Commissioner McGinley seconded that the RAC be expanded to include Madison and Butte-Silver Bow Counties. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Lunch Recess:
Chairman Rice recessed the meeting at 11:45 a.m. for the lunch break and at 1:30 p.m. the meeting was reconvened with all Commissioners present.  

News Media:

Chairman Rice went over the day’s business with the news media.

Payment of Invoices:

The Commissioners reviewed and approved the December 14-20, 2008 invoices for a total of $51,540.17. The Invoice Payment Schedule is located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comment on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

Matador Ranch Manager Ray Marxer and his wife Sue and Weed Supervisor Jack Eddie joined the meeting.  The Matador is the only ranch certified by the Wildlife Habitat Council for promoting programs to conserve wildlife habitat.  During the recertification process Ray had the opportunity to nominate a community partner that has helped with conservation.  Ray stated that he thought it was fitting and was a privilege to nominate the Beaverhead County Weed Department.  Ray presented Jack with a plaque for the outstanding efforts in environmental stewardship that the Beaverhead County Weed Department has shown.

Ray asked  the Commissioners that if the County has any funds a centerline needs to be painted on Blacktail Road.  Ray also complemented the Sheriff’s deputies on patrolling this road and issuing ticket to speeders.

Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.

Attest:




        Approved:

       


                                                                                                                    Clerk of the Board


          
           Chairman of the Board
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