
How do I cross-examine a witness?  
 

 

 

To cross-examine a witness is to ask that witness questions about the testimony they 
have already given or about other facts and circumstances that are relevant to the 
case being tried.  
Please note that cross-examination involves asking questions and allowing the 
witness to respond. Cross-examination does not allow one to make a speech, argue 
with a witness, call the witness names, or to tell the witness what you wanted them to 
say. Your questions may be leading, that is they may suggest the answer you want 
them to give, but you must ask questions.  
You may also ask the witness questions aimed at proving the motive of the witness, 
the witness' interest in the outcome of the case, any prejudice the witness may have 
toward one of the parties in the case, prior inconsistent statements made by the 
witness, and other factors which reflect on the credibility of the witness 

 

The source of this information may be internal or external to the Beaverhead County Justice 
Court. The Beaverhead County Justice Court makes all reasonable efforts to verify this 
information. However, the information provided in this document is for your information only. 
The Beaverhead County Justice Court makes no explicit or implied claims to the validity of this 
information. 

 

 

 


