
Beaverhead County Study Commission Meeting Minutes – July 27, 2015 

1. Call Meeting to Order: Chair Scott Marsh called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. Members 

Present: Commissioners Scott Marsh, Stacey Reynolds and Mitch Staley were present. Secretary 

Cynthia McCulloh, two members of the public and Sheriff Frank Kluesner were also present.   

 

2. Approval of Minutes from Public Meetings: The minutes from previous public meetings were 

approved.( June 8, 2015 minutes were amended to include Rod Staley’s first name and 

approved as amended.) 

 

3. Compile Data Gathered from Public Meetings:  Commissioner Staley introduced Sheriff 

Kluesner and said he invited Kluesner to give a presentation. Kluesner described our current 

form of government, the structure by which salaries are determined, his and his deputies’ pay, 

recruitment and retention of staff, his duties and responsibilities, law enforcement coverage in 

the county, as well as the costs of detention and medical services for inmates. Kluesner 

suggested the Commission consider the option of creating a department of public safety that 

would decouple his department from the salary and pay formula under which all County 

departments designate compensation, and noted such a department is generally formed when a 

county and municipality consolidate. Commissioner Marsh asked Kluesner if he was suggesting 

consolidation, and Kluesner said he was not. Commissioner Staley said he would study the 

matter, but that if any proposed change did not have an impact on the compensation of Sheriff’s 

Department staff, the Commission should make no recommendation.      

 

4. Discussion and Action on Future Activities of the Study Commission: Commissioners discussed 

the unanimity of public input, which was there was no impetus to change our current form of 

government. Commissioner Reynolds suggested the Commission visit with the other elected 

officials before drafting their report. Commissioner Staley moved that Commission Chair Marsh 

appoint each commissioner to various officials for one-on-one meetings, which was seconded by 

Commissioner Reynolds and passed unanimously.  

 

The next meeting will be September 11, 2015, for a final compilation of data. Commissioner 

Reynolds moved that the meeting be adjourned, Commissioner Staley seconded the motion and 

the meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 

 

 


