[image: image1.jpg]



Beaverhead County Public Health





         41 Barrett Street





          Dillon, Montana 59725-4000





                Phone: (406)683-4771     
                                                                                               Fax: (406)683-3188



                                     
Press Release







Sadie Caltrider 

March 30, 2020                                                                                  Beaverhead County PIO 

Barrett Hospital and Beaverhead County Public Health Mask Guidance:

In light of recent studies that show many people infected by coronavirus that are asymptomatic or are pre-symptomatic can transmit the virus to other people the CDC recommends wearing cloth face coverings in public places. This means interaction in places where social distancing may be hard to achieve (e.g. grocery stores and pharmacies) and especially in areas of significant community-based transmission. 

It is important to note that wearing a mask is not a substitute for physical distancing!

The mask that our providers are recommending are those that follow a pattern that allows full coverage of mouth and nose, has a “pocket” to insert a HEPA filter, and can be formed around the nose.  Please go to the link: gallatinquiltguild.com and follow the link for “mask instructions”.    

The best masks can be laundered regularly. It may be best to have a few on hand to rotate between. The best masks fit closely around the face. A dry mask works best, so if you are wearing a mask that is soiled or wet, please clean it and replace with a fresh mask. 

If you have sewn masks that you wish to share, or if you would like to receive a mask delivery, please contact public health at: 683-4771

Surgical and N95 masks are in short supply throughout our nation.  If you have either of these on hand at your place of employment or in your home, please contact public health at 683-4771 so these can be added to our stockpile. Masks of this type are needed for healthcare workers on the front lines with the highest exposure risk.

“My mask protects you; your mask protects me!”

