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Order of the Beaverhead County Health Officer

April 7, 2020

In accordance with the directive issued from the Governor of the state of Montana on 3/30/2020, the Beaverhead County Public Health Department adopts the following mandate: 

Extension of Certain Directives:

· The March 26 Stay at Home Directive and all of its terms are extended through April 24, 2020. 

· The March 30 Directive providing mandatory quarantine for certain travelers arriving in Montana from another state or country and all of its terms are extended through April 24, 2020. 
· Any person who has already arrived in Montana from another state or country for a nonwork-related purpose before the date of this Directive must immediately self-quarantine for the remainder of a 14-day period beginning on the date of their arrival in Montana, or until their departure from Montana—whichever is sooner.

· These restrictions apply to Montana residents and non-residents alike.
· The Montana Department of Commerce will advise persons listing hotels, rental properties, or other short-term rentals in Montana—including but not limited to listings on such services as Airbnb, VRBO, HomeAway, and related services—to include notice of the mandatory quarantine for travelers from another state or country.

· These quarantine restrictions do not apply in the following circumstances: to persons traveling through Montana in route to another destination; or to public health, public safety, or healthcare workers.
· The restrictions for on-premises food and beverage businesses, and the accompanying expansions for delivery and takeout services, both provided in the March 24 Directive are extended through April 24, 2020, but only to the extent they are not superseded by the terms of the March 26, 2020 Directive. 

·  To the maximum extent possible, all individuals stay at home or at their place of residence unless engaging in certain essential activities or functions through April 24.

· Combatting the spread of COVID-19 requires Montanans to practice social distancing and limit their in-person contacts with others to the greatest extent possible.
· No more then 10 people will be allowed to gather. 

· In accordance to the CDC recommendation, community members are advised to wear cloth masks when in buildings to protect each person from the spread of COVID-19

· All first responders (law enforcement, EMS, and Fire) will be notified before coming in contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19.
· In addition to these restrictions, persons required to self-quarantine under this Directive shall also comply with the requirements of all other Executive Orders and Directives issued by me. This Directive shall not be construed as limiting the effect of any previously issued Directive or Executive Order.   

Directive Is Public Health Order and Enforceable By County Attorney 

• This Directive, along with any prior Directive that implements and references the public health authorities of the Department of Public Health and Human Services (DPHHS) provided in Title 50, constitutes a “public health . . . order]” within the meaning of § 50-1-103(2), MCA, and is enforceable by the Attorney General, DPHHS, a county attorney, or other local authorities under the direction of a county attorney.  

 Less-Restrictive Local Ordinances Preempted 
• This Directive is in effect statewide in Montana. In the interest of uniformity of laws and to prevent the spread of disease, all inconsistent emergency county health ordinances are preempted by this Directive, but only to the extent they are less restrictive.  

 Authorities: Section 10-3-104, MCA; §§ 50-1-103, -202, -203, and -204, MCA; Executive Orders 22020 and 3-2020; Montana Constitution, Art. VI, Sections 4 and 13; §§ 10-3-103, -302, and -305, MCA; and all other applicable provisions of state and federal law. 

 Limitations

 Effective immediately April 7, 2020 through April 24, 2020, pending further guidance from the Governor of the State of Montana. 

Now, Therefore, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to section 50, chapter 2, part 1, and specifically section 50-2-118 of the Montana Code Annotated, 

In accordance with the directive by the Governor of the state of Montana, Beaverhead City- County formally adopts the directives listed above.

______________________________

Megan Evans, M.D. 

Health Officer

Beaverhead County

