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Beaverhead County sets up Incident Command

On March 20th, Beaverhead County Disaster & Emergency Services (DES) in conjunction with Beaverhead County Public Health (BCPH) activated the Incident Command System to address the COVID-19 Pandemic in Beaverhead County. Since that time, our Incident Management Team has had several meetings as well as separate meetings with community stakeholders. The purpose of an Incident Management Team (IMT) is to coordinate efforts across the county to address an emergency. In this situation, the IMT is assessing needs of the community, including those of first responders, healthcare facilities, businesses, and individuals in our community and creating plans to address those needs. This is a dynamic situation and these plans are updated as we receive new information. Within the Incident Command we have a Public Information Officer (PIO). The role of a PIO is to disseminate information from the community to the Incident Management Team and from the Team back to the community. This is to ensure that factual information is released and that there is consistent community messaging. We understand that this process may be frustrating to some in the community, but it is a necessity in this time. We cordially ask for the community’s patience and understanding. 

While the state of Montana continues to have positive COVID-19 patients, Beaverhead County has no positive cases at this time. To date, there have been 4 cases identified in Madison County. Unfortunately, an elderly male resident of Madison County that had been diagnosed with COVID-19 was hospitalized at a facility in Beaverhead County where he later died on Saturday March 28th, 2020. Melissa Brummel RN, Madison County Public Health Director stated that all individuals in close contact with positive patients have been notified and are being quarantined at home for 14 days to monitor their health and report any illness to public health. 

Public Health continues to urge people to follow the Governor’s Directive and take personal responsibility.  Staying away from others and practicing social distancing is imperative.  We strongly advise people to not travel to other states and ask that those returning to Montana from out of state to stay home for 14 days and monitor their health.  We are hearing of people returning from hot spots and going right to work.  We ask all employers to monitor their staff for out of state travel and respectfully require them to stay home for 14 days.
