COVID-19 and Beaverhead
County: An Overview

Megan Evans MD, Beaverhead County Health Officer
Charlotte Quist DVM PhD, Beaverhead County Board
of Health

711072020

SARS-CoV-2

AKA COVID-19
= An imminent threat to Beaverhead County
: : Infected  Deaths
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World-wide 12268630 = 554,924 (4.52%)
Uﬁitéd States 3,165,058 135,004 (4.27%)
25 (1.7%)
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COVID in Montana
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COVID in Montana

+ Recent increase in
cases due to:
— Group gatherings

Hospitalized 24 (2%)

- Weddings :
Deceased 25 (2%
— Travel &%)
Recovering 821 (42%%)
. . Recovered and 776 (54%)
+ Increase in testing Mo

only accounts for a -
. . Total number aof 1466
portion of increased cases

number of cases
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COVID-19

Incubation period
— 2-14 days before viremia is detected
Asymptomatic individuals can carry and

transmit the virus COVID-19 death rate by age group
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Risk factors: - SRR T

— Age (children are less

affected

— Obesity

— Hypertension

— Cancer

— Other pre-existing conditions

Herd Immunity Unlikely

Herd immunity may not be
the answer
— Requires >70% individuals
immune
= Natural infection
= Vaccination
Problems:
— Not everyone develops
protective antibodies
— Not all antibodies are
protective
— Immunity can wane
— Virus can mutate
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How do we stop spread of the
virus??

* Mechanisms of spread:
— Airborne particles
— Droplets
- Speaking
+ Singing
+ Coughing
+ Sneezing
— Contact
= Touching contaminated
surface
= Physical contact with
infected individual

“‘Super-spreader” Events
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“Health authorities say choir practice caused
‘super spread’ of 52 coronavirus cases”

symptomatic person,
87% of group developed COVID-19

Help Stop the Spread
(be part of the solution, not part of the problem)

- FLATTEN THE CURVE
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Help Stop the Spread
(be part of the solution, not part of the problem)
y FLATTEN THE CURVE
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How Rapidly Can It Spread?
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How Rapidly Can It Spread?

Potential spread of COVID-19 if social distancing is ignored
NOW AFTER 5 DAYS AFTER 30 DAYS
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Recommendations for Prevention

HAND WASHING
SOAP & WATER
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Recommendations for Prevention

Face Masks & Distancing
Reduce COVID-19 Risk
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Recommendations for Prevention
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Recommendations for Prevention

-ﬁy by cmmrv how coronavirus case trajectories compare
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Recommendations for Preventlon
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Economic impact of COVID-19
varies around U.S.

Recent research by Goldman-Sachs suggests that “a national
mask mandate would slow the growth rate of new coronavirus
infections and prevent a 5%GDP loss caused by additicnal
lockdown measures”

- Hansen, June 2020
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Economic impact must be balanced
with public health concerns.

« Recommendations:
— Encourage physical distancing
— Encourage facial coverings
— Encourage hand washing and surface disinfection
— Avoid large gatherings of people
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Questions?
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