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Presenter
Presentation Notes
My name is Tiffany Lyden, and I am a floodplain outreach specialist with Montana DNRC.
 
I am here tonight to talk about the Big Hole River floodplain maps.   

Before we get into that, I wanted to mention some of the other partners that have been involved with this, a few who are on the call with us tonight.  … Nadene and Traci …




Presentation Overview

• Floodplain maps
• What are they
• How are they used
• Existing maps  (Big Hole & Beaverhead Co.)

• County FEMA Map Update
• Preliminary FEMA Maps
• What Does this Mean 

for Me?
• Next Steps

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tonight I have a short presentation to share – I’ll cover what floodplain maps are, the existing maps (and why you might have gotten a letter inviting you to tonight’s meeting), the County’s mapping update and then the most important part – what does this mean for you as a landowner?  And then next steps and questions.  If you have specific questions about your property that we aren’t able to get to, I’ll include my contact information at the end, and I’d be happy to follow up with anyone for more specific questions.  
 




Floodplain Maps: Identifying Risk Through Mapping

100 year flood

1% annual chance 
flood

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of main purposes of Floodplain Maps – Help Identify Risk, Keep people out of harm’s way, and reduce flood damage to buildings. 

State, county, other partners and agencies all work together to identify and reduce flood risks.  

What typically gets put onto a floodplain maps isn’t just any flood event, what gets put on these maps are the areas at risk from the 100 year flood event (rather than think of it in years, it’s flood 1% chance of occurring in any given year – so you’ll hear those both those terms, mean the same thing). 

Other thing to keep in mind - in a flood event, there might be localized conditions (i.e blocked culvert or debris) that cause water to behave differently in spots, but by and large, the maps should represent areas at risk of flooding during a 100 year event.




Floodplain Maps

Indicate areas of flood risk

Used for various purposes:
County floodplain regulations
Land use decisions
Watershed planning
Local emergency planning
Mortgage lending*
Flood insurance premiums*

*FEMA adopted maps

Need periodic updating

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Floodplain maps - Identify and communicate areas of flood risk   (Here’s an example from another area of your county, Beaverhead River)

Floodplain maps get used by a lot of different entities:
used by the county for where their floodplain regulations apply. Because Beaverhead County manages these floodplain areas (by having floodplain regulations that apply in mapped floodplains), in turn federally-backed flood insurance coverage is available to anyone in the county.   
used by landowners and the county and other stakeholders to inform land use decisions and for planning purposes
 Also used for emergency management 
For floodplain maps that are adopted by FEMA, they also get:
Used by mortgage companies to determine if a home they’re financing has a risk of being flooded 
used by insurance agents to determine flood insurance premiums

Given that, we recognize that maps should accurately reflect the flooding risk, so maps may need periodic updating due to:
 better data is available - can improve the accuracy
 if there’s been a lot of change in an area





Big Hole River – Existing Floodplain Maps

1986 Study and Maps
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You’ve actually had floodplain maps on part of the Big Hole River since at least 1986.   This was a study done by SCS to determine the 100 year (1%) floodplain along 34 miles of the Big Hole River.  




Big Hole River - Existing Floodplain Maps

Beaverhead 
County

Anaconda-Deer Lodge 
County

Butte-Silver 
Bow County

Madison 
County

SCS reach 
(35 miles)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This SCS study was just done where you see the red line, wasn’t the whole Big Hole River – from Dickie Bridge to Melrose, essentially the entire border with Butte-Silver Bow County.   The rest of the Big Hole River did not have floodplain maps.  



2011 – Big Hole River Floodplain study initiated
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Which prompted a group of stakeholders in the late 2000s, which was led by the BHWC,  to initiate a study and produce floodplain maps for the rest of the river.  The goal was to provide the counties, landowners, and others with more reliable and accurate info for decision making. 



Big Hole River - Existing Floodplain Maps

Beaverhead 
County

Anaconda-Deer Lodge 
County

Butte-Silver 
Bow County

Madison 
County

Upper/West 
Reach
77 miles

SCS reach 
(35 miles)

Lower/East 
Reach
39 miles
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This study had two parts – the upper/west reach (77 miles) and the lower/east reach (39 miles)



Big Hole River Floodplain Study

2013-2015 - Public Review
2015 - Adopted by        

State and Counties
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Maps went through public review, lots of meetings and input, and were adopted by the state and all four counties in 2015.  Since 2015, Counties have been using the maps for floodplain regulations.  



Big Hole River Floodplain Study – Melrose 

2015 - ½ mile study near Melrose 

Updated old 1977 floodplain mapping on BSB side of 
river, provided consistent data for counties
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And then there was another small study conducted near Melrose in 2015, at the request of BSB and Beaverhead. It was to update old 1977 mapping on the BSB side and provide consistent data for the three counties.



Big Hole River - Existing Floodplain Maps

Beaverhead 
County

Anaconda-Deer Lodge 
County

Butte-Silver 
Bow County

Madison 
County

Upper/West 
Reach
77 miles

SCS reach 
(35 miles)

Lower/East 
Reach
39 miles

Melrose reach
(0.5 mile)
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So there are actually 3 floodplain studies and sets of maps that make up the current Big Hole River floodplain maps.  



County FEMA Map Updates

2012 –
Butte-Silver Bow 
County

2022 (est.) –
Beaverhead 
County

2023 (est.) –
Madison County

future year –
ADL County
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FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency), is generally is the agency that maintains and tracks floodplain maps for counties and communities all across the country.  Periodically they will go through and update a county’s floodplain maps.  At that time any existing floodplain studies and maps will get reviewed and incorporated onto official FEMA floodplain maps.    

That was the case in 2012 when Butte-Silver Bow County went through an update and all their floodplain maps were converted to digital format.  FEMA incorporated that 1986 Big Hole study that we talked about, but just on the Butte-Silver Bow side of the river.  The yellow line is the county boundary down the middle of the river, and you can there isn’t mapping shown on the Beaverhead county side of the line. That was because Beaverhead County wasn’t getting updated at that time. 

So fast forward to today, and Beaverhead County is now in the process of going through a similar update (the last time FEMA had done any updates in the county was 40 years ago, back 1982).  



County FEMA Map Updates – Beaverhead Co.

2012 –
Butte-Silver Bow 
County

2022 (est.) –
Beaverhead 
County

2023 (est.) –
Madison County

future year –
ADL County

Presenter
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For Beaverhead County this also includes new flood studies on the Beaverhead River, Blacktail Deer Creek, and other areas, including Junction Creek in Lima to replace some outdated FEMA maps there that hadn’t been updated since the early 80’s.  So as part of this process – the existing floodplain maps on the Big Hole will also be incorporated onto FEMA maps.  Right now FEMA has put everything onto Preliminary FEMA maps, so they aren’t in effect yet – we’re expect things to be completed sometime in 2022.

Madison County is also going through an update, but is about a year behind Beaverhead County.  At some point ADL county will too, but we don’t know when.  So at that point the Big Hole floodplain maps will be fully incorporated into the official FEMA maps in all four counties. 



Beaverhead County - FEMA Floodplain Map Update
www.floodplain.mt.gov/beaverhead

Presenter
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So as part of Beaverhead County’s update, the county and BHWC sent out letters to landowners who could be affected by FEMA’s adoption of the maps – we wanted to make sure you know about it and as part of that, we hosted this informational meeting tonight.  If you got a letter, it has a website link on it – which is shown at the top.

Some of you may have gone to the website.  It has all the information about the update and what’s happening with the Big Hole Maps.  One of the things on here is a map viewer, so you can see the Preliminary FEMA maps.

This button takes you to the Map Viewer where you can see all the Preliminary Maps – please be patient, it sometimes takes a while to load.



Beaverhead County - FEMA Floodplain Map UpdatePreliminary Map Viewer

No changes to mapping on Big Hole River –
incorporated existing floodplain maps
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Here’s what you see when you open the viewer – you’ll see all the floodplain maps that are part of this mapping update. For the Big Hole, it’s the same mapping extent as on the existing floodplain maps I was talking about.  It’s just put onto FEMA maps. 

You’ll notice that no mapping on Deer Lodge side.  



Beaverhead County - FEMA Floodplain Map UpdatePreliminary FEMA Maps

No changes to floodplain 
mapping on Big Hole River

Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps and 
Study:

- 100-year Floodplain (1% annual chance)

- Floodway (within 100 year floodplain)

- 500-year Floodplain (0.2% annual chance)

- Flood Elevations

Basis for 90 Appeal & Comment Period
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You can also look at the individual preliminary maps – here’s what they look like, and the accompanying study. Again, the mapping extents have not changed, but the information is now on official Preliminary FEMA Maps.  I do want to point out that you won’t see the flood elevation lines on these maps – you can still use those off the original maps and that data is still available, it just wasn’t able to be shown on the FEMA maps.  

These preliminary maps (along with all the other preliminary maps in the county that are being updated) need to go through public review.  There will be a 90 day appeal period later this year before the maps are finalized. 




FEMA Appeal & Comment Period
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We are expecting that appeal period to start in early summer.  If you think there’s an error with one of the studies, or something inaccurate, that’s important to provide during the appeal period, because we want to ensure things are correct.  If you want to dispute the information, or you have other data or supporting documentation, you can provide it to FEMA to review.  There is information about this is on the project website, or you can contact the county FPA or us at DNRC and we can get you information about it. 

Anything that comes in will get reviewed and if there are changes that need to be made, the maps will be updated and then finalized, we expect that to happen in mid-late 2022.




What Does this Mean for Me?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So here’s the big question - What does it mean for me – if I own property in a 100 year floodplain?   What does this mean for me when the FEMA maps go into effect? On the website is this fact sheet that is specific to the Big Hole that details what it means.

Typically if you own land in a mapped 100 year floodplain – there are two ways that you may be affected – if you are planning any new development – there are floodplain regulations you’ll need to follow, and the second is flood insurance. We’ll talk about both of them.



FLOODPLAIN REGULATIONS

Beaverhead County has floodplain 
regulations that regulate development within 
the 100-year floodplain.

Floodplain permits are required for any 
manmade activities including construction and 
modifications to existing structures.

New construction and additions- elevated 2’
Improvements and additions to existing 
structures > 50% of building’s value, will 
require the entire structure to be brought 
into compliance.

The Big Hole River floodplain maps are already used by Beaverhead County for 
floodplain regulations.  Landowners in the Big Hole will not see any 
development regulation changes when FEMA maps go into effect.

Development Requirements

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For development requirements - the big take away is on the Big Hole, you won’t see any changes with regard to development requirements when the FEMA maps go into effect. 

The reason is that the Big Hole River floodplain maps are already being used by Beaverhead County for floodplain regulations, and have been since 2015.  

Any manmade activities in the designated floodplain are required to meet the local regulations. Floodplain permits are required for new construction and modifications to existing structures. 

New construction and additions must be elevated 2’ above the flood elevation. 

Floodplain regulations exist to protect everyone in the community. Floodplain regulations help protect property rights and ensure that actions of a property owner do not adversely impact the property rights of others.





Flood insurance is mandatory for 
buildings with a federally-backed loan in a 
100 year floodplain.

FLOOD INSURANCE

Flood insurance is not mandatory in other 
areas, but is highly recommended. 
Lenders can always require insurance to 
protect their investment. 

Homeowners insurance doesn’t cover 
flooding.  Flood insurance is an important 
form of economic protection against flooding.

Flood Insurance Requirements

When FEMA maps go into effect, your lender will require you 
to carry flood insurance if: 
 you have a building in a mapped 100-year floodplain AND
 you have a federally-backed loan on the building

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What about flood insurance? 
When the FEMA flood maps go into effect, your lender will require you to carry flood insurance if:  - you have a building in a mapped 100 year floodplain  AND  - if you have a federally backed loan on that building.
�When FEMA flood maps get updated, lenders typically re-evaluate their loans.  If new maps show there is a flood risk to the building – the lender will require flood insurance, to protect their investment.  

If your building is outside the 100 year floodplain, or you don’t have a loan (so your lender is not requiring it), flood insurance is not mandatory but still recommended. 

Lenders can always require flood insurance to protect their investment – regardless of where a building is located.

Homeowners insurance doesn’t cover flooding, so flood insurance is an important way to protect your investment from a flood. 



Newly Mapped – Cost Saving Insurance Options
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If your building is newly mapped into the 100 year floodplain for the first time on a FEMA map, and you need to or want to carry flood insurance, there are some cost saving options available.  You can find this information sheet on the project website with the other materials. So if you need to talk with an insurance agent about flood insurance, be sure to ask them about this newly mapped rate.   



What if my building is on high ground – could it be determined out?

Letter of Map Amendments:  
 Can be used to request more detailed 

determination from FEMA 
 Need surveyed elevations of building
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What if your building is on high ground and you think it might actually be out of the floodplain, even though the map shows it in.  With floodplain maps there are limitations in the scale or detail that they show. Sometimes small areas of ground, like in this diagram, may be above the 100 -year flood elevation, and therefore technically OUT of the floodplain, but it’s not showing that detail on the map.  Once FEMA maps go into effect, there is a process for FEMA to make a more detailed determination for your house, called a Letter of Map Amendment.  

If you have specific questions about a Letter of Map Amendment or what might be needed, you can talk with the county, or DNRC.  

It’s important to note that this process is always available to provide more detail than the maps might show.  



Next Steps
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Next Steps:
Preliminary maps have to go through public review period. Public review is an important part of mapping updates, we want them to be as correct as possible, so your review is an important part of the process. 

As part of that, probably in early summer, FEMA will open a 90 day public comment and appeal period.

Any comments or appeals that come in during that time will be reviewed and if changes are needed, we’ll make those, and finalize the maps.  So we’re expecting that it will be sometime in 2022 when you’d have new FEMA maps in effect.  



Thank you

www.floodplain.mt.gov/beaverhead

Tiffany Lyden Nadene Wadsworth Traci Sears
tlyden@mt.gov Nadene.Wadsworth@mt.gov tsears@mt.gov
406-444-0599 406-444-6732 406-444-6654

Rob Macioroski
rmacioroski@beaverheadcounty.org
406-683-3768
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