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May 3, 2021 Regular Session of the Beaverhead County Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners, in and for Beaverhead County, Montana, met in session
on May 3, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Room of the Beaverhead County
Courthouse. Present: Chairman John H. Jackson, Commissioner Mike McGinley and
their Assistant Cindy Decker. Commissioner C. Thomas Rice was absent dealing with
funeral plans for his son. Our condolences continue to be with his family.

Updates on County Projects

Road Supervisor Bob Ferris and Public Works Secretary Jamie Flynn joined the
meeting. Bob will go take a look at Carrigan Lane this week to see when is a feasible
time to fix it. Jamie mentioned that she sent the bid advertisement to the Tribune for the
Byway Striping and construction on Rock Creek Bridges to be advertised the next three
weeks. We did receive a striping bid last Monday but it was after the meeting that it was
received. It showed up late that night so it must be rebid on May 24t. The delineators
will be an add alternate to the bid.

GIS Coordinator Tracy Sawyer, DES/Land Sanitarian Tom Wagenknecht, Casey Elliott
from the Tribune, Facilities Manager Chris Booth, Sheriff Paul Craft, County Attorney
Legal Assistant Montana Mantei, Victim Advocate Kayla Patrick and Attorney Jacy
Suenram joined the meeting.

Chris stated that West Electric performed the beginning of the year inspection on the
heating and cooling system in the Treasurer’s Office and it is good to go for another
year. He is waiting for the weather to cooperate to build the patio.

Tracy stated that the propane tank at the Kona site needs to be emptied and retrieved.

Tom stated that there is a person in Wise River that is irate about the canister site up
there. The campers fill the canisters up so there is no room left for the residents’ trash.
Tom also mentioned that the Forest Service wants to donate a small trailer house to the
county. Discussion ensued.

Paul commented that the parts have been ordered for the Butler Repeater Site so
hopefully he can move forward as soon as those parts come in. He has gotten the bid
for paint in the jail and has done a walk through with the plumber and is waiting on the
estimate. Paul is ready to put two new trucks into service very soon.

The following Road Department Report was submitted and scanned into the minutes:

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY ROAD WORK
April 25% to May 1%, 2021
Dillon. Lima and Wisdom Areas

DILI.ON AREA
e Bladed on the following roads: Dutchman, Albers, Anderson, Hogsback,
Moose Trail, Old Armstead and Bannack Bench.
Worked in Big Sheep Creck gravel pit, GP129.
Attended CPR and first aid training.
Road checked Dillon area roads.
Equipment service and repair.

LIMA AREA

Bladed and watered on Big Sheep Creek Road.

Removed “Road Closed™ signs on South Valley Road and Stibal Lane.
Attended CPR and first aid training.

Yard maintenance.

Road checked Lima and Dell area roads

Equipment service and repair.

WISDOM AREA

Plowed snow on Gibbonsville Road.

Bladed on Twin Lakes Road.

Culvert repair on Moose Creek Road.
Attended CPR and first aid training.

Shop maintenance and cleaning.

Road checked Jackson and Wisdom area roads.
Equipment service and repair.
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Action on Previous Meeting Minutes

The minutes of the April 26, 2021 meeting were read and the following motion was made:

MOTION: Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Jackson
seconded that the minutes of the April 26, 2021 meeting be
approved. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried
unanimously.

Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction Not on Agenda

Discussion & Action ~ Resolution 2021-11 ~ Appointing Prosecution Services to
Assist Beaverhead County

Jennifer Adkins from the Attorney General’s office, Prosecuting Services Bureau Chief
Dan Guzynski and Attorney Thorin Giest joined the meeting (via zoom). Dan began the
discussion by explaining the reason for this Resolution. Beaverhead County Attorney
Jed Fitch will be undergoing some serious medical procedures and will not be available
to do his normal duties for an unknown period of time. The Montana Department of
Justice has a bureau called Prosecution Services Bureau that exists for situations like
this. Their field of expertise is criminal prosecution. They would take over our criminal
Felony prosecution cases and would oversee everything in this jurisdiction. The
Department of Justice would pay for everything except for trial expenses (expert
witnesses etc.) so this comes at virtually no cost to the county.

Dan recommends that the county does need an interim county attorney until we know
more about Jed’s situation. He recommends Thorin Giest since we really need “boots
on the ground” here locally.

The Yellowstone County Attorney has volunteered to take on the Youth Court Juvenile
cases and Montana has already sent the cases to him.

The DN cases will be handled by Prosecution Services.

The Misdemeanor cases may be handled by Jacy Suenram or possibly Russ Michael. A
decision will be made next Monday when we know more.

The Civil cases would need to be contracted by a local firm.

Thorin commented that he is a long-time friend of Jed’s and is happy to help in any way

he can. He also said that Jed is particularly well liked among the Bar and Prosecutors

so there are a lot of attorneys that would step in to help and most would do it without

charge; we have resources.

Paul suggested that we go by Dan’s plan, lay out the groundwork and go on from there.

After brief discussion, the following motion was made:

MOTION:  Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Jackson

seconded that Resolution 2021-11 ~ Appointing Prosecution
Services to Assist Beaverhead County be adopted. A verbal vote
was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

A copy of the resolution can be viewed below:
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Mike stated that last week when Karl Yakawich was here, he suggested that we put in
for a planning grant to do a bridge study project of Beaverhead County bridges again.
This will get the County inline to put in for a project the next Legislative Session. Since it
wasn't officially on the agenda last week, the Commissioners are doing this today. We
will request that Great West Engineering submit a Bridge Study Planning Project
application with a deadline of this June. This would get us in line for a TSEP grant in the
next legislative session

After brief discussion, the following motion was made:
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MOTION:  Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Jackson
seconded that we ask Great West Engineering to put in for our
TSEP Bridge Planning Grant. A verbal vote was taken and the
motion carried unanimously.

Discussion & Action ~ Beaverhead Coun DUI Task Force ~ Annual Plan, Report

& Budget ~ Resolution 2021-09 ~ Appointing Members to DUI Task Force

Prevention Specialist Kim Martinell joined the meeting and began the discussion. She
stated that this last year was crazy because of Covid. She is pretty rigid about following
the state’s rules and regulations. There is a new prevention specialist and his name is
Tito Guillian.

After brief discussion, the following motion was made:

MOTION:  Commissioner McGinley moved and Commissioner Jackson
seconded that Resolution 2021-09 ~ Appointing Members to DUI
Task Force be adopted, along with the Annual Plan and Annual
Report. A verbal vote was taken and the motion carried
unanimously.

A copy of the Resolution can be viewed below.
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Recess

At 12:00 noon, Chairman Jackson recessed the meeting. At 1:30 p.m., Chairman
Jackson reconvened the meeting with Commissioner McGinley and their Assistant
Cindy Decker present. Commissioner Rice was absent dealing with funeral plans for his
son.

Unfinished Business/Other Topics of Discussion

Routine matters occupied the attention of the Board for the remainder of the day.

Payment of Invoices

The Commissioners reviewed and approved invoices for a total of $39,680.84, beginning
with check #207100 and ending with check #207135. The Invoice Payment Schedule is
located in the Financial Administrator’s Office.

Public Comments on Subjects Under County Jurisdiction

There were no public comments.

Adjourn
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned
at 5:00 p.m.
\\ ! : |
Attest: \\\\\ N Approved %7 ﬁ M
Clerk of the Board Chau’ma the Board
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